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My research follows the life of Margaret 
Flamsteed (1670-1739), the wife of the first 
British Royal Astronomer, John Flamsteed
(1646-1719). Flamsteed, while not cited in her 
husband’s works, has been noted to have 
worked closely with her husband, wrote his 
notes as his health declined, and finished and 
produced his works, most importantly the 
Historia Coelestis Britanni, after his death. 
Flamsteed, while her husband was alive, 
instead was known for her wifely devotion and 
hostess abilities.

Hosting Qualities
• Multiple letters commenting on 

Flamsteed’s hospitality
• Flamsteed House built for entertaining
• Knew and used instruments in the 

house
Wifely Duties
• Continuing her husband’s work
• Advocating for correct information being 

available
• Becoming an educator for mathematics 

for girls

Margaret Flamsteed was the first well 
documented British woman astronomer. While 
she was not credited with her work, she 
advocated for proper public education, assisted 
in her husband’s work, and solidified John 
Flamsteed’s legacy, as well as her own.

Historia Coelestis Britannica [British Account of the 
Heavens] second edition, volume 1

By John Flamsteed, Authorized by Margaret 
Flamsteed

London, 1725
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The Royal Observatory at Greenwich, 
or the Flamsteed House, built in 1676
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