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Batteries today are the material basis of our 
modern technological ecosystem whether in 
our phones, laptops, headphones, or 
several other wireless devices so it is 
important to have an appreciation of 
batteries' developmental history and the 
effect it has had and the questions that it 
can give us going forward to create better 
technologies. This project specifically looks 
at the developmental history of batteries 
before the end of the 19th century in the 
Royal Society due to its prominence as the 
royalty's scientific arm.(1)

- The Royal Society hosted the creation 
of the Daniell Cell, the first practical 
battery, made in England. The battery 
was made of zinc and copper and was 
used in telegraphy and later was used 
to define the Volt.(2)

- The Royal Society hosted the creation 
of the “gas battery” today known as the 
fuel cell. Although the battery was lab-
bound at the time of its creation, in the 
20th century this research was the 
backboard to the creation of a practical 
fuel cell that would be used in Apollo 
and the starting of hydrogen gas energy 
storage.(3)

- The Royal Society also hosted the 
creation of other experimental batteries 
such as John Goodman’s 
potassium/platinum battery and 
Christopher Dresser’s zin/carbon 
battery.(4)(5)

The royal societies development of batteries 
was integral for the information golden age, 
the practicality of space travel, and the 
furthering of sustainable development. It 
also highlights the need to not neglect past 
research as it can lead to clues for new 
technologies.
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