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Making a difference 
Richard Amos takes great pride in helping build success stories 

Success is not just earned, it is learned. This 
University of Alabama in Huntsville alumnus 
will tell you that his success as a civilian soldier 
is something he takes great pride - and building 
others' success stories is truly an art. 

Dr. Richard Amos, Redstone Arsenal's chief 
civil employee, has achieved nothing less. 
Driven by a "strong sense of duty," Amos takes 
his 25 years of service to the Army, and to the 
public, very seriously. Following in his father's 
path (he also worked on the Arsenal), Amos 
began his illustrious career on the same soil 
after graduating from Aubum University with 
a bachelor's degree in industrial engineering. 

A Huntsville native, along with his wife, 
Joyce, Amos always knew that he would return 
home. He launched his career at Redstone in 
1982 with the production engineering division 
of the Research Development and Engineering 
Center (AMRDEC). Not long after he began 
work at AMRDEC, Amos enrolled in UAH's 
graduate program to pursue a master's degree in 
Engineering Management, '88, and ultimately, 
a doctorate in Systems Engineering, '92. It 
wasn't long before he was already looking back 
on his fast track of management positions with
in the Army and the Army Materiel 
Command. On October 2000, Amos assumed 
the director of Systems Simulation and 
Development Directorate at AMRDEC. 
Earlier this year, he once again was elevated to 
his current post as Deputy to the Commander, 
U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Command. 

Amos's greatest challenge as Deputy 
Commander is a rather poignant one: "It's the 
pace and the tempo of the operation with the 
fact that we're at war. It's a 24-7 commission 
with troops all over the world," he said, explain
ing that it involves constant need, maintenance, 
and repair. Amos' greatest challenge is also his 
finest reward: "It's a great day when I get an e-
mail or a phone call from a Brigade Commander 
thanking us for fixing something for them." 

Clearly, his greatest lifetime contribution 
"has been the development of people," Amos 
admitted. "I've been very blessed to have had 
teachers, supervisors, and mentors who have 
invested a lot of time in developing me as not 
only an employee, but as a person." He elaborat
ed, "I'd like to think that I give some of that 
back by trying to develop people that I work 
with," he added. 

Amos is in demand in the community as a 
result of his knowledge and skills, but he spends 
much of his time providing leadership in prepar
ing UAH and the community for the ongoing 

Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) move
ment to Redstone. 

He serves as an advisory board member for 
the university and was part of the search com
mittee for President David Williams. He was 
among the first graduates chosen to receive a 
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UAH Alumni Achievement Award in 2002. 
Amos is an integral part of the partnering 
process between the Army and UAH and he has 
been instrumental in efforts to facilitate BRAC. 

Already, he has witnessed a remarkable 
transformation of the UAHuntsville campus 
and its facilities, he said. "First and foremost," 
Amos said, "the university has always been a 
great partner with the Arsenal; for NASA, and 
for all other agencies on the Arsenal. That's a 
partnership that's really grown over the years." 

Pointing to further developments in the uni
versity's efforts to accommodate BRAC: "I think 
the university is being very aggressive about 
aligning itself to support the needs of the organ
izations and employees that will move here as 
part of BRAC. The business college is actively 
developing education and training options for 
those employees that will be involved in the for
eign material sales business for the Army. This is 

a new command which will bring (international 
business) opportunities for the Army, and also 
for the North Alabama region." 

He said developing these programs in 
advance of the need positions UAHuntsville to 
help immediately after the BRAC moves take 

place, and it also provides resources to 
help train the new workforce that will be 
needed to perform these type jobs. Amos 
noted a development for the College of 
Liberal Arts College in relation to BRAC. 
He said the addition of the AMC Band to 
the Redstone community will give the 
music department, the opportunity to 
partner with a large group of professional 
musicians coming into the area. 

What people are not realizing, Amos 
emphasized, is that BRAC is already here. 
He has met with President Williams, vice 
presidents and deans to discuss the organ
izations that are slated to arrive with 
BRAC. Those discussions include what 
those organizations will need in terms of 
university support. 

Amos credited Dr. Williams for his great 
vision for the future of UAHuntsville, and 
Dr. Franz for his facilities development 
and effecting change in the campus life 
from a commuter college climate to a 
more traditional college campus. 

He said the location of UAHuntsville is 
what gives the university its strength. "Its 
close proximity to Cummings Research 
Park and Redstone Arsenal, coupled with 
a highly educated population in North 
Alabama, is the formula for 

UAHuntsville's success." 
He added that a quality university helps add 

to the community's assets. Amos said the educa
tion he received at UAHuntsville definitely 
made a difference in my career. "The whole 
graduate experience has had a very positive 
impact on my career-and on my ability to do my 
job, and to be a functional member of the com
munity here." 

Now, this consummate army leader is about 
to embark upon yet another commanding posi
tion. This time, in the private sector. 

This month, Amos takes the Chief 
Operations Officer helm at COLSA Corp. 
Driven by this new opportunity, Amos is 
intrigued and excited about his upcoming chal
lenge. The timing was right, he explained. He 
said that he'll continue doing what he does best: 
leading, developing programs and people, mak
ing a difference. 



Student 
NEWS 

Stephanie Long chosen Von Braun Scholar 
Stephanie Long, a junior majoring in 

astrophysics at The University of Alabama 
in Huntsville, has accomplished a signifi
cant first within the realms of scholarship. 
Long is the 2007 recipient of the Dr. Werner 
von Braun Scholarship, awarded by the 
National Space Club, and the first recipient 
from the College of Science. 

Each year the scholarship is awarded to 
a student at the junior or senior level, 
"majoring in a space-related field or one 
who plans to pursue a career in a space-relat
ed field and has proven academic merit. 

"The scholarship was established in 
1988 to recognize the efforts of Dr. Werner 
von Braun and the National Space Club in 
the evolution of the space industry. The scholar
ship awards $3,000 and covers tuition, textbooks 
and associated expenses. 

"I'm very excited about being here, receiv
ing the scholarship and having the chance to 
represent the university in this way," Long said. 
She is planning for a career in research, and is a 
research assistant for the Atmospheric Science 
Department. "I do data analysis (writing 
MathCAD programs) and instrument mainte
nance for the DEPSCOR Radiometer project," 
said Long. "Our main goal with this project is to 
investigate an increase in nocturnal down-
welling (infrared) radiation due to condensa
tional growth in aerosols, specifically hygroscop
ic aerosols located in the boundary layer." 

She also serves as the ozone station manag
er for Dr. Michael Newchurch, professor in the 
Earth Systems Science Center, flying ozoneson-

Stephanie Long conditions ozonesonde (Potassium Iodide solution) 
to current atmospheric conditions. 

des (launched by helium weather balloons). 
These are gas-sampling pumps containing cath
ode and anode solutions of Potassium Iodide, 
which will release electrons when ozone is pres
ent. This produces an electric current and allows 
for the counting of ozone molecules. Every 
Saturday, members of the ozone team measure 
the ozone concentrations up to the stratosphere. 
Newchurch has been researching the severity of 
damage to ozone within the upper stratosphere. 
He started the university's ozone observation 
center, one of only four in the United States.In 
addition to the research 

Long is conducting while at UAHuntsville, 
one of her future goals includes being a part of 
return missions to the moon and Mars. "Things I 
would be interested in doing with those (mis
sions) would be the detection of water on the 
Moon and/or Mars," Long said. "Being part of 

such missions will also force one to expand 
beyond our specific field of study, so I do 
believe I'll do some engineering in the 
process and propulsion will definitely play a 
big role in whatever we decide to do."But 
I'm still very curious about the other aspects 
of astrophysics such as high energy parti
cles, evolution of stars/galaxies and plane
tary sciences. Something I really want to 
do, no matter what field I go into, is to be 
able to use one of the big observatories such 
as the KECK located in Hawaii or the 
CTIO Chile." Long became 
interested in astrophysics while a student at 
Bob Jones. "In physics class, I was always 

the one who asked complex questions, Long 
said. "My goal was to become a researcher and 
maybe a teacher at the university level." 
Following the completion of her bachelor's 
degree in the fall of 2009, she plans to earn a 
master's and doctoral degree. 

Long lived in Germany until the age of 14 
while her father, U.S. Air Force Senior Master 
Sgt. Donald S. Long, was stationed at Ramstein 
Air Force Base. After moving to Madison, she 
enrolled in Bob Jones High School and graduat
ed in 2005. She speaks fluent German, having 
lived in Germany for her first 14 years, and hav
ing German relatives. 

They have told her of several segments on 
German television about Huntsville and Dr. von 
Braun. "He is very famous and a great inspira
tion for me," Long said. Long has a brother at 
UAHuntsville, Daniel, a senior majoring in 
computer science. 

Fate brings Gates scholar to campus 
_ i:r. _rw. 1 „ « The current life of Michael Russ, a business 

administration major at The University of 
Alabama in Huntsville is one of fate. 

Russ, a sophomore from Dothan, Ala., was 
awarded the Gates Millennium Scholarship in 
April of 2006, one month before graduation. 

Funded by a grant from the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the scholarship provides 
financial aid to minority students who have a 
cumulative grade point average of at least 3.3 on 
a 4.0 scale, and have demonstrated leadership 
abilities through community service and 
extracurricular activities. 

The scholarship covers expenses that finan
cial aid does not, and provides funding into the 
master's and Ph.D. curriculum. Sixteen Gates 
Millennium Scholars were selected from 
Alabama during 2006.Russ is the first person 
from Dothan's Northview High School to 

receive the scholarship. 
This year, he transferred to UAHuntsville as 

a sophomore after hearing about the university 
and its reputation. 

"It's rewarding," Russ said. "Life is hard at 
times, but nobody said it would be easy. I'm 
proud that I made the decision." Those who 
have faith in Russ include from family, friends, 
his high school guidance counselor and his god
mother. 

Russ' guidance counselor at Dothan's 
Northview High School, Nellie Smith, 
informed him about the Gates Millennium 
Scholarship and encouraged him to apply for it. 

He believes his religious faith has opened 
doors for him. "The scholarship has been life-
changing," said Russ. "God has opened so many 
doors for me. 

Without the scholarship, I would not be 

here. "Russ' godmoth
er, Brenda Brown, had 
stated to him that 
there was no need for 
him to worry because 
the blessings of the 
Lord would come and 
o v e r t a k e  h i m .  S h e  
had told Russ he would 
be rewarded with a 
scholarship just weeks 
before the Gates 
M i l l e n n i u m  
Scholarship award was announced. "I'm blessed 
and privileged to be here and to be able to 
achieve my goals." 

After completing his education, Russ plans 
to become an entrepreneur, providing numerous 
opportunities for others. 
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UAH synonymous with 
America's exploration plans 
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UAHuntsville open house 
As part of the Huntsviile communi
ty's celebration of America's 50 
years in space, the university will 
host an open house with photo 
panels of UAH's long history in 
space exploration and displays of 
current space-related research. 

The open house is scheduled 
Sunday, January 27, from 2 to 5 
p.m. in the Shelby Center for 
Science and Technology. 


