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Dear Edito r, 

Than k you very much fo r the copy of the 
spring edi tion of SPACE Journal, which is 

ded ica ted to my la te husband. 

You have every right to be proud o f your 

publication, and 10 be particularly proud of 

the article a bout my husband. It i. on" of the 

ve ry best that will be in the book I keep for 

published stories about him. 

With congra tula tions on thi. fine .tory, a nd 

apprecia tion of your courtesy, since rely 

W orce.ter, Mass. Mrs. Esthe r C. Godd ard 

Dear Edi tor. 

I ha ve read your first issue of SPACE 

Journa l very completely and from my observa· 

tion I would like to IIote that of a ll such 

publicol ians on the markel, you" i. by for the 

mOll .uperior. I offer my cong ratula tio ns for 

a terr ific job . .•• 
W . A. Shuping 

Director o f O pera tions 

Missile. Rocket a nd Space Division 

Vitro Corporation of America 

Martinsb urg, W. Va. 

Dear Editor, 

I enjoyed your spring issue very much, but 

r would like 10 ca ll your a ttention to figu re 4 , 

p a ge 12. I am sure that you will fin d ' ho t i' is 

no t the Cra b Nebula but tho ' it is ' he Whirl_ 

pool galo )(y hometimes ca lled W hirlpool 

Nebula!. M51. as "ded in Charles Messier's 

li st. 
Nashville, Tenn. Frank H. Reeves 

space journal 

'01 populi 

Dear Edito r, 

Your Vol. 1, No. 2. o f SPACE Journal has 

just fallen into my ha nds. As I am a science 

teacher in the l ake Geneva High School. I 

was very in ' eresred 10 see what you had to 

offer. 

... I was shocked however to find that 'he 

photograph on page 12, fi gure four, was cop· 

tioned Ihe Cra b Nebula . This must be on 

erro r. It loo ks more like M51, the W hi rlpool 

Ne bula in Cane. Ve notici . . 

I am a lso the sponsor of the lo~e Geneva 

science club. My club members have as ked 

about "ar'ing a rocket division in the club . 

Now I am well a ware of Ihe dangers tha t lie in 

such on opera tion, and I do not wont anyone 

to get hurt. 

I have raid my people that I do not want 

them to build a "y overnight ra(ke t and rho t 

the re is li llie ' a be ga ined from jus. throwing 

something toge ther and . hooting it off. I wont 

a lo t of study to go into such a th i"g be fore 

it is done, if ever. 

Frankly I would like .ome good sound a d­

vice on how to proceed with the organiza_ 

tion and operation of .uch a club. I know 

no thing about rocke' fuel. euepr Ihot rhey 

are very touchy and d a ngerous to handle. Ii 
there some kind of program thai we (an 

undertake tha t would in teres t the club mem-

bers and sti ll be safe and 

Photo Se rvice Depo rtment 

Yerke' Observatory 

Williams Boy, Wis(. 

construe ' ;ve? 

Donald W . Ca rte r 
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Readers Reevef and Corter, and a hasl of 
others, are correct in identifying the illus/ro­

tion on page 12 as the Whirlpool Nebula, or 

M51, in Cones Venaticj , The mi;<·up occurred 
when the stoff wa$ ollempting to rush the 
second inue through the printerJ alter cele· 

broting the successful orbiting of bplorer I. 
While this is certainly no ~alid eJlCUlie, we leel 

that the circumstonceu were at leoft mitigating 
A. for reader Carter's science dub and ils 

activities in rocketry, I urge you not to at· 

iempt to build rockets prope!led by any form 
of e;<plosi~e, such os block powder, home· 
mode mixtures based on powdered metals, 

compreued gaues, etc. You should begin by 
tludying the basic physicol principles which 
underlie rocketry . It may not sound inviting 
or exciting to begin a project in rocketry by 

reading physics. However, you will find that 
your project will lake on new depths 0/ mean· 

ing and possibilities os you delve inlo Ihese 

basic principles Only alter you ha~e mos· 
tered Ihe fun:;lame ntals and have become com­

pletely familiar with the deadly power of even 
Ihe moll simple e .. plosive will you be ready 
10 allempt the construction 0 / rockets . Editor . 

Dear Editor, 
Our group ha, recently become very ,nler­

esled in the properties 01 space. We found 

some questions lor which answelS we,e un­

obtainable. Since we have heard of your 

magol 'ne, we wondered whether you courd 

be of oHistonce to us. Would it be po"ible 

for man to adopt himself to the moon in a 
great number (perhaps millions) of years? 

We would oppreciole any aid which you 

could supply on Ihi. subiecr. 
Ridley College Joe f. Low 

Ontario, Canada 
In answer 10 your question "Would it be pas· 
SIble for meJn to adopt himself to Ihe moon in 
a great number (perhaps milliond 0/ years?", 
I must give you both a yel and a no, qualifying 

each according to my interpretation of your 
question. 

The onswer is no if you are thinking ahout 

a daptation by way of what we call evolution 

since all lorms of life, as we know it, require 

0~Ygen. 

1/ you mean by adaptation man' s abIlity to 
crea te artIficial environmental conditions on 

the moon which will "venluolly permit estob · 

lilhment of e~pe"mentol scientific 'obo,olories, 

mining, foclorie5, and even cities, the answer 

i. a very positive yes. Editor . 

Dear Editor, 

Since the first issue 01 SPACE Journal was 

dedicated 10 Prof. Hermon Oberlh, " Father of 

Aslronouti"." and Ihe second to Dr. Robert 
H. Goodord, "Father of Rocketry, '" it is fitting 

to note that the careerS of the.e two great 

scientists crossed briefly in 1921. 

On learning of Dr. Goddord's report "'A 

Method of Reaching El(treme Altitudes," Prof. 

Oberlh, then a .tudent of mothemoli" 01 

Heidelberg, wrole 10 Dr. Goddard, in his 

limited English, as follows: 

"Deor Sir: 

Already many yean t wor~ 01 the prob. 

lem to pou over Ihe atmosphe,e of our 
eorlh by meon. of a rocket. When I was 

now publishing the result of my examina­

tions and cokulotion., I learned by the 

newspaper that I am nol alone in my in· 

quiries and that you, deaf Sir, have alreody 

done much important Walk. 01 this sphere. 
In spite of my efforts, I did not succeed 

in gelling your books oboul this obiecl. 

Therefore, I beg you, dear Sir, 10 let them 

have me. At once after coming out of my 

work I will be honored to send it to you, for 

I think tha t only by common work of Ihe 

scholars of all notions can be solved this 

great problem. 

Huntsville, Ala. 

Yours very truly, 

Hermonn Oberth 

Student Math. HeidelbeHg'" 

George A. Ferrell 
Thonb to reader Ferrell fa, bringing Ihil in_ 
teresting le/ler to the attention of OIJr other 
readers . In Moy or June of 1922, Dr. God· 
dord sent 0 copy of his work 10 Prof. Oberlh . 
8y Ihe I,me thaI Prof. Ober/h's own work Waf 

publilhCld in Germany in 1923, Dr. Goddard 
had carried hi. experiment5 in liquid.fue/ed 
rockets to the point of actuoltestfiring. Edilor . 
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Dear Editor, 

I read your copy of SPACE Journal while 

making fudge. Although 'he fudge wain', 

any good, I thoroughly enjoyed your maga­

zine. Articles I especially liked w~re Dr, ... on 
Broun's "Where Are We Going?", " Father of 

Rocketry," "Rocket Moil," and " Reaction ." 

SPACE Journal has everything in it tho' I 

ha ... e always wished for but never found until 

now . Please con'inue the good work, but 
pleose don 't discontinue the poetry o r spoce 

fiction . 

S!. Louis. Mo . Donna Lucido 

Dear Editor, 

I hoye just finished reading Vol. I, No. 2. 

of SPACE Journol. I especially enjoyed the 
article "Mars and Beyond." A number of 

other boys here 01 school are interes ted in 

space travel. We have all found your publi­

cation helpful in the classroom . I've read a 

number of magalines concerning space travel, 

but I rond yours the mo,t factual. I like the 

way it giyes a brood view of the topic you 

are discussing. 

t beg to differ with Joe Gib10n ' '' Reaction,'' 

Vol. 1, No. 21. I th in k tha t the short I tory 
gives a bit 01 variety to the magazine and that 

you should continue jt. 

St. John 's Military Academy Barry Hackner 

Delafi eld, W i1 . 

Dear Editor 
You would do your magazine and it. read· 

ers a se rvice if yOU dropped the space fiction. 

Children's Booh 

Lillie, Brown a nd Co. 

Boston, Man . 

W illiam E. Dennen 

Associate Editor 

Readers lucido, Dennen, and Hodner lauch 

upon a paint which hos hod the sloff in graye 

doubts , the desirability of conlinuing space 

fkl io" and poelry in SPACE Journal. So for 
opinion has been eyenly di~ided among the 
editors, b ut the fi"al decision will ho~e 10 

come from Ihe readers. For Ihis reason, we 

are mosl anxious 10 have the reocl;on to space 
fiction and poetry from as many readers 01 
possible. We also suggest, porenlheticoJly, 

space journal 

Ihal reader lutido read her SPACE Journal 

either before Or olter-nol while-making 

her ne xt balch of fudge . Editor. 

Dear Edi tor. 

My copy of SPACE Journal, Vol. " No.1, 

second printing, h01 for its caver a reproduc· 

tion of Chesley 80neslell 's poin'ing depicting 

'he seporolion of the firs' stage of a four· 

stage spaceship. Yet the caption on the can· 

tents page reveed, that a portroi' of Prof. 

Oberth should have graced the cover. This 

is borne out by the photo on page J 1 of issue 

No.2, showing such a cover. The cover 

change, I assume, was due to Ihe need for a 

second printing. but why didn ', you change 

the caption? Then too, different (overs for 

the some issue may confu se things a bit for 

readers who wish to collect and bind SPACE 

Journal. An unimportont moller, but I thought 

that it should be brought to your ollenllon. 

I too shored Mr . Gibson·, feelings (reaction, 

spring issuel when I first sow your magazine 

on the newsstand. And I too become 0 (on· 

vert after glancing through it. Yours is on 

excellent publication. 

Chicago, III. Ken Soblik 

The reprinting of the first issue was done in a 

hasty manner. The change in co~er was dane 

no t wilh guile but with Ihe advice of a large 
news di$lribUlor. Th e discrepancy which reader 
Sob/ik nales on the conten ls page was a 

b/und"'r which resuhed from the hosle in 

gell;ng Ihe second printing out. Incidenlolly, 

Ihe cover on Ihe second printing of the firs l 
inue il a product of SPACE Journal's art sloff 

-which is inexpressibly proud of having ;ts 
efforts mistaken fa. Ihol quality which space 
enthusiasts have tome 10 identify as the Bones­

lell touch. Edilor. 
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