
Huntsville Historical Review Huntsville Historical Review 

Volume 1 Number 4 Article 3 

10-1-1971 

The First Twenty Years of the Huntsville-Madison County The First Twenty Years of the Huntsville-Madison County 

Historical Society Historical Society 

Bessie Russell 

Follow this and additional works at: https://louis.uah.edu/huntsville-historical-review 

 Part of the History of Art, Architecture, and Archaeology Commons, and the United States History 

Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Russell, Bessie (1971) "The First Twenty Years of the Huntsville-Madison County Historical Society," 
Huntsville Historical Review: Vol. 1: No. 4, Article 3. 
Available at: https://louis.uah.edu/huntsville-historical-review/vol1/iss4/3 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by LOUIS. It has been accepted for inclusion in Huntsville 
Historical Review by an authorized editor of LOUIS. 

https://louis.uah.edu/huntsville-historical-review
https://louis.uah.edu/huntsville-historical-review/vol1
https://louis.uah.edu/huntsville-historical-review/vol1/iss4
https://louis.uah.edu/huntsville-historical-review/vol1/iss4/3
https://louis.uah.edu/huntsville-historical-review?utm_source=louis.uah.edu%2Fhuntsville-historical-review%2Fvol1%2Fiss4%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/510?utm_source=louis.uah.edu%2Fhuntsville-historical-review%2Fvol1%2Fiss4%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=louis.uah.edu%2Fhuntsville-historical-review%2Fvol1%2Fiss4%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=louis.uah.edu%2Fhuntsville-historical-review%2Fvol1%2Fiss4%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://louis.uah.edu/huntsville-historical-review/vol1/iss4/3?utm_source=louis.uah.edu%2Fhuntsville-historical-review%2Fvol1%2Fiss4%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


TH E F I R S T  TWENTY YEARS  
OF THE H U N T S V I L L E  
H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y

B y B ESSIE  R U S S E L L

The H u n tsv il le  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  held  its  o r g a n ­
iz a t io n a l  m e e t in g  on  N o v e m b e r  18, 1951, at the h i s ­
t o r i c  h om e  o f  M r .  and M r s .  H en ry  C h a se  on A d a m s 
S treet .1  In a d d it ion  to the f o r t y - t h r e e  in te r e s te d  
p e r s o n s  attend ing , th e r e  w e r e  a l s o  th r e e  m e m b e r s  
o f  the A la b a m a  H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n :  R u ck er  
A g e e ,  p r e s id e n t ,  and Hugh W. C a rd o n  and A llan  
R ushton , m e m b e r s  o f  the e x e c u t iv e  c o m m i t t e e .  
W i l l ia m  H. Jenkins and F ra n k  Chenault r e p r e s e n te d  
the N orth  A la b a m a  H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n .

But this w as not the g e n e s is  o f  our  s o c i e t y .  The 
r e a l  beg inn ing  w a s  w hen a you n g  la d y , M is s  F r a n c e s  
R o b e r t s ,  b eg a n  te a ch in g  h is t o r y  at the H untsv ille  
High S ch oo l.  She w as  v ita l ly  in t e r e s t e d  in a l l  p h a ses  
o f  h is t o r y ,  but e s p e c i a l l y  the h is t o r y  o f  H u n ts v i l le ,  
M a d iso n  C ounty , and A la b a m a .  An a c t iv e  m e m b e r  
o f  the A la b a m a  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n ,  she was 
p la c e d  on the e x e c u t iv e  c o m m it t e e  o f  that g rou p  in 
1951.

In the m e a n t im e  I had s ta r te d  w o rk in g  at the 
H u n tsv il le  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y .  W ith the he lp  o f  M r s .  
E l iz a b e th  B e a m g u a rd ,  the d i r e c t o r ,  I w as  c a t a lo g u ­
ing  and expan d in g  the h i s t o r i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n  s ta r te d  by 
M r s .  M attie  D arw in , one o f  H u n ts v i l le 's  f i r s t  l i b r ­
a r ia n s .  M is s  R o b e r t s  and I ta lked  about o r g a n iz in g  
a l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y .  It w as th rou g h  h er  c l o s e  
c o n n e c t io n  w ith  the state g ro u p  that the grou n d  w as 
la id  f o r  ou r  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  m e e t in g .
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T he r e a c t i o n  to the new  g ro u p  f r o m  the out o f  
tow n g u e s ts  w as quite fa v o r a b le  as e v i d e n c e d  by- 
l e t t e r s  w r it te n  the fo l lo w in g  w eek . M r .  A g e e  w r o t e :  
"T h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  the M a d ison  County H is t o r i c a l  
S o c ie ty  went o f f  sp len d id ly  y e s t e r d a y  a f te rn o o n .  I 
c o n g r a tu la te  you  and y o u r  a s s o c i a t e s  on th is  fine  
b e g i n n i n g . " 2 M r .  R ushton  c o m m e n te d :

"M r .  A g e e , M r. Cardon and m y self had a pleasant 
experience in Huntsville yesterday and we all agreed  
on the trip back to Birm ingham  that Huntsville will 
soon have the outstanding society in the state. The 
combination of cultural individuals who were present 
and the wealth of h i s t o r i c a l  subjects relating to 
M adison County alm ost make it certain that the 
M adison County H istorical Unit w ill be a su ccessfu l 
undertaking. " 3

At the o rg a n iz a t io n a l  m eet in g  H enry  C h a se  w as  
a p p o in ted  as t e m p o r a r y  c h a ir m a n  until  p e r m a n e n t  
o f f i c e r s  cou ld  be s e le c te d .  The f i r s t  r e g u la r  m e e t ­
ing o f  the S o c ie ty  w as held  D e c e m b e r  9, 1951, at the 
J a m e s  W atts h o m e .  In the a b s e n c e  o f  M r . C h a se ,  
D r. R o b e r t s  p r e s i d e d  and the fo l lo w in g  o f f i c e r s  
w e r e  e l e c t e d  fo r  one y e a r :  P r e s id e n t ,  H en ry  C h a se ;  
V i c e  P r e s id e n t ,  Judge T h o m a s  W. J o n e s ;  S e c r e t a r y  
& T r e a s u r e r ,  F e l ix  N ew m a n ; B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  
R e e s e  A m is  and H a rr y  Rhett, th re e  y e a r s ;  M r s .  
S a llie  G i l l  and M r s .  R. J. L ow e ,  tw o y e a r s ;  and D .
C . M o n r o e  and J osh  K e lly ,  one y e a r .  It w as s t ip u ­
la ted  that e a c h  r e t i r in g  p r e s id e n t  w ou ld  b e c o m e  a 
m e m b e r  o f  the B oa rd .

"H u n tsv i l le  H is t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty "  w as s e le c t e d  as 
the o f f i c i a l  n am e o f  the o r g a n iz a t io n  and the annual 
dues w e r e  set at one d o l la r .  N ew  m e m b e r s  w e r e  
s e le c t e d  by in v ita t ion  and v o ted  on by the m e m b e r ­
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sh ip . Q u a r t e r l y  m e e t in g s  w e r e  to  b e  held  on the 
s e c o n d  Sunday o f  the m onth  at th re e  p . m .  in the 
re a d in g  r o o m  o f  the H u n tsv ille  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  u n ­
l e s s  o th e r w is e  s p e c i f i e d .

The p u r p o s e  o f  the S o c ie ty  w as  set fo r th  in 
A r t i c le  II o f  the b y la w s  w h ich  s ta ted :  "the p u r p o s e  
o f  th is s o c i e t y  is  to a f fo r d  an a g e n c y  f o r  the e x p r e s ­
s ion  around  th o se  having c o m m o n  in te r e s t s  in (1) 
c o l l e c t in g  and p r e s e r v in g  in fo r m a t io n  about any p ast  
p h a se  o f  c o m m u n ity  l i fe  in H u n tsv i l le ,  A la b a m a , and 
(2) in r e c o r d in g  the h is t o r y  o f  the s e c t io n  o f  w h ich  
M a d iso n  C ounty  is  a p a rt .  "

A s p e c ia l  m e e t in g  w as held  in the c i ty  hall a u d i ­
t o r iu m  with r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  the A la b a m a  H is t o r i ­
ca l  A s s o c ia t i o n  on A ugust  16, 1953, w hen  our f i r s t  
tw o h i s t o r i c a l  m a r k e r s  w e r e  e r e c t e d .  The i n v o c a ­
t ion  w as g iv en  by  the R e v e r e n d  F . H. H e id e lb e r g .  
W o r d s  o f  w e l c o m e  w e r e  ex ten d ed  by  M r .  C h ase ,  the 
p r e s id e n t .  4 M a y o r  R o b e r t  S e a r c y  o f  H u n t s v i l l e  
sp ok e  o n b e h a l f  o f  the c ity  and C o m m i s s i o n  C h a irm a n  
R o y  Stone on b e h a l f  o f  M a d i s o n  County. The r e ­
sp o n se  by the A la b a m a  H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n  w as 
g iven  by  W i l l ia m  H. B r a n t le y  J r . ,  p a s t  p r e s id e n t  o f  
the state g ro u p .  D r .  R a lph  D raughn , p r e s id e n t  o f  
A la ba m a  P o ly t e c h n ic  Institute , d e l iv e r e d  the p r i n c i ­
p le  a d d r e s s .

The f i r s t  m a r k e r  h o n o r in g  "H u n t s v i l l e 's  F i r s t s "  
w as  e r e c t e d  in fr o n t  o f  the p u b l ic  l i b r a r y  on the c o r ­
n e r  o f  M a d is o n  S tree t  and G ates .  It w as m y  p le a s u r e  
to  p a r t ic ip a te  in the u n v e i l in g  w ith  Judge T h o m a s  W .  
J o n e s .  The s e c o n d  m a r k e r  h on or in g  the fo r m a t io n  
o f  M a d is o n  County w as p la c e d  on the w e s t  s ide  o f  the 
M a d is o n  County C o u r th o u s e .  It w as  u n v e i le d  by  M r s .  
Joe  C o o p e r  Sr. and P a t r i c k  R ic h a r d s o n .

At the D e c e m b e r ,  1953, m e e t in g  the fo l lo w in g  
o f f i c e r s  w e r e  e l e c t e d :  P r e s id e n t ,  R e v e r e n d  F . H .
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H e i d e l b e r g ;  V ic e  P r e s id e n t ,  Judge T h o m a s  W .  
J o n e s ;  S e c r e t a r y  & T r e a s u r e r ,  F e l ix  N ew m an ; 
B o a r d  o f G o v e r n o r s ,  R e e s e  A m i s ,  H a r r y  R hett ,
D. C . M o n r o e ,  J o sh  K e l ly ,  Ed B u r w e l l ,  J o e  F a i t ,  and 
H e n r y  C h a s e .  R e v e r e n d  H e i d e l b e r g  r e s ig n e d  in 
M a r c h  b e c a u s e  he w as m o v in g  out o f  the c i ty .  At 
th is  m e e t in g  the m e m b e r s  vo ted  to  inv ite  the A l a ­
b a m a  H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n  to hold  its  annual m e e t ­
ing in H u n tsv il le  in A p r i l ,  1955.

In June, 1954, Judge Jones a s s u m e d  the d u tie s  o f  
the p r e s i d e n c y  and H a rr y  D an ie l w as u n a n im o u s ly  
e l e c t e d  as  v i c e  p r e s id e n t .  T h is  m e e t in g  w as  he ld  in 
the h i s t o r i c  John Hunt M o r g a n  h o m e  with M r s .  B. A .  
S tock ton  as  h o s t e s s .  The fo l lo w in g  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  
e l e c t e d  at the D e c e m b e r  m e e t in g :  P r e s id e n t ,  Judge 
T h o m a s  W. J on es ;  V ic e  P r e s id e n t ,  H a rr y  D a n ie l ;  
R e c o r d in g  S e c r e ta r y ,  M r s .  C. H. R u s s e l l ;  C o r r e ­
sp on d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  M. U. G r i f f i n  and 
T r e a s u r e r ,  C h a r le s  D. L y le .

T he  A la b a m a  H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  h e ld  its  
annual m e e t in g  in H untsv ille  on  A p r i l  2 3 -2 4 ,  1955 ,
w ith  the H u n tsv il le  H is t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty  and the H u n ts ­
v i l l e  B r a n c h  o f  the A m e r i c a n  A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  U n iv e r ­
s ity  W o m e n  s e r v in g  as joint h o s ts .  D uring  the m e e t ­
ing M r .  C h a se  p r e s e n te d  to the state a s s o c i a t i o n  
t h r e e  m a r k e r s  e r e c t e d  by the l o c a l  S o c ie ty  h o n o r in g  
the F i r s t  N ational Bank, the M a s o n ic  T e m p le ,  and 
the b i r t h p la c e  o f  John Hunt M org a n .  E v e r y  m e m b e r  
o f  the H u n tsv il le  H is t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty  w as on a c o m ­
m it te e .  T h ro u g h  the c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t s  o f  a l l  local 
p a r t ic ip a n ts  the m e e t in g  was a high s u c c e s s  fo r  the 
318 p e o p le  who r e g i s t e r e d .

In 1955 H untsv ille  c e le b r a te d  its S e s q u ic e n te n -  
n ia l.  M e m b e r s  o f  the S o c ie ty  s e r v e d  on planning 
c o m m it t e e s ,  did r e s e a r c h  w o rk ,  and w r o te  a r t i c l e s  
f o r  the n e w s p a p e r  and the a lb u m  w h ich  w as pub -
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l i s h e d  in b o o k  f o r m .  M uch  m a t e r ia l  in the f o r m  o f  
b o o k s ,  m a n u s c r ip t s ,  and p i c t u r e s  f r o m  the p u b lic  
l i b r a r y ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n  w as  u se d .  At the 
D e c e m b e r  m e e t in g  M r s .  B u rk e  F is k  p r e s e n te d  e a ch  
m e m b e r  p r e s e n t  w ith  an i l l u s t r a t e d  b o o k le t  p r e ­
p a r e d  by  the H u n t s v i l l e  M a n u fa ctu r in g  C om pan y  
en tit led  " H i s t o r i c a l  E d i t i o n  o f  the H untsv ille  
P a r k e r .  "  T h is  b o o k le t  w as ed ited  b y  M r s .  F isk .

The y e a r  1956 w as  an e v en t fu l  on e  fo r  the S o c ­
ie ty .  At the M a r c h  m e e t in g  the fo l lo w in g  o f f i c e r s  
w e r e  e l e c t e d :  P r e s i d e n t ,  M is s  A l i c e  T h o m a s ;  
V i c e  P r e s id e n t ,  Joe  F a it ;  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  B urke  
F isk ,  and T r e a s u r e r ,  C h a r l ie  L y le .  In A p r i l  a 
m a r k e r  w as  u n v e i le d  at the s ite  o f  G r e e n  A c a d e m y ,  
one  o f  the e a r ly  s c h o o l s  o f  A l a b a m a  having b e e n  
c h a r te r e d  in 1812. T h is  m a r k e r ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  the 
E a st  C lin ton  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  was 
u n v e i led  by  M is s  E lla  W a re ,  one  o f  the t e a c h e r s  in 
the f i r s t  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  bu ilt  on  the lo t  in 1882. M is s  
W a re  w as a s s is t e d  by  M is s  M a rth a  A s k in s .  In June 
the S oc ie ty  m e t  at the a n c e s t r a l  h o m e  o f  M is s  L u cy  
M c C r a r y  n e a r  T h r e e  F o r k s  o f  F lin t .  At th is  m e e t ­
ing it w as v o te d  to  change the m e e t i n g s  f r o m  the 
s e c o n d  to the th ird  Sunday o f  e a c h  q u a r te r .  M is s  
T h o m a s  gave  an in te r e s t in g  p a p e r  on  G re e n  A c a d ­
e m y ,  and d i s t r i b u t  e d b o o k le t s  p r e p a r e d  b y  M r s .  
F isk  show ing  h a n d d r a w n  p i c t u r e s  o f  the p u b lic  
s c h o o l s  that have b e e n  on the lo t  w h e r e  the A c a d e m y  
s tood .  In S e p te m b e r ,  m e m b e r s  h e a rd  a r e p o r t  f r o m  
Judge J on es  o f  the s p e c ia l  c o m m it t e e  on  the c i t y 's  
p r o p o s a l  to r e n a m e  the H u n tsv il le  s t r e e t s .5  The 
c o m m i t t e e 's  study and the re su lta n t  p r o p o s a l  f i le d  
w ith  the c i ty  ou t l in ed  a th r e e  p a rt  s y s t e m  w h e r e b y  
h i s t o r i c a l  n a m e s  co u ld  be r e ta in e d .  A lon g  w ith  this 
p r o p o s a l  the c o m m it t e e  fu r n ish e d  a c a r e f u l ly  p r e ­
p a r e d  l i s t  o f  100 n a m e s  c l o s e l y  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  the
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c i t y ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t  in the hope that n a m e s  o f  new  
s t r e e t s  cou ld  be s e le c t e d .

In S e p te m b e r ,  1957, a m a r k e r  s p o n s o r e d  by  W .  
P . D i lw o r th  Sr. w as u n v e i le d  at the s ite  o f  the f o r ­
m e r  M on te  Sano F e m a le  A c a d e m y  on M onte  S a n o . 
T h is  s c h o o l  w as founded  in 1830 by  the R e v e r e n d  and 
M r s .  J a m e s  R ow e .  T he  p r o g r a m  p r e c e d in g  the u n ­
v e i l in g  w as  held  in the M onte Sano M e th o d is t  C h u r ch  
w h e r e  p e o p le  had w o r s h ip p e d  fo r  o v e r  f i f ty  y e a r s .  
A bou t f o r t y  d e s c e n d e n t s ,  in c lu d in g  th r e e  g r a n d ­
d a u g h te rs  o f  the R o w e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  The m a r k e r  
w as  u n v e i le d  by Jack  and Susie  T h i e m o n g e  and 
a c c e p t e d  by  M a y o r  S e a r c y  on b e h a l f  o f  the c i t y .

T h e  o f f i c e r s  e le c t e d  fo r  1958 w e r e :  P r e s i d e n t ,  
Joe  B. F a it  J r . ;  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  D r .  F r a n c e s  
R o b e r t s ;  R e c o r d in g  S e c r e ta r y ,  M r s .  B u rke  F is k ;  
C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  M is s  A l i c e  T h o m a s ,  and 
T r e a s u r e r ,  P h il ip  M a so n .  The S o c ie ty  that y e a r  
s u g g e s te d  to the c ity  that the n am e G o v e r n o r 's  D r iv e  
w ou ld  b e  an a p p r o p r ia te  t it le  f o r  the jo in in g  t h o r ­
o u g h fa r e s  o f  B ig  C o v e  R oad , L on gw ood  D r iv e ,  and 
F ifth  A v en u e .  T h is  s u g g e s t io n  w as a c c e p t e d  by  the 
c i ty .

A m a r k e r  s p o n s o r e d  by the V ir g in ia  C lay  C lop ton  
C h a p ter  o f  the United D au gh ters  o f  the C o n f e d e r a c y  
w as  d e d ic a te d  on S ep tem b er  10 at " W e ld w o o d " ,  the 
h o m e  o f  Senator and M r s .  C le m e n t  C. C la y  at G u r ­
le y .  T h is  m a r k e r  h o n o re d  M r s .  C la y  C lop ton  author 
o f  the B e l le  o f  the F i f t i e s . P a t r i c k  R ic h a r d s o n  ga ve  
the d e d i c a t o r y  a d d r e s s .

M e m b e r s  b egan  th e ir  th ird  q u a r te r ly  m e e t in g  by 
a ttending  a m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  in the c i r c u i t  c o u r t ­
r o o m  at the county  co u r th o u s e  h on or in g  one o f  th e ir  
c h a r t e r  m e m b e r s  and past  p r e s id e n t ,  the la te  Judge 
J o n e s .  It w as  t h r o u g h  Judge J o n e s '  e f f o r t s  that 
m an y  o f  the v a lu ab le  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  o f  M a d iso n
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County w e r e  p r e s e r v e d .  At the M a rc h ,  1959, m e e t ­
ing D r. R o b e r t s  re a d  a s p e c i a l  tr ib u te  to Judge 
J o n e s . 6

In M ay, 1959, a m a r k e r  w as e r e c t e d  at the site  
o f  the f o r m e r  H u n tsv il le  F e m a le  C o l l e g e ,  a fa m ou s  
c o l l e g e  w h ich  w as bu ilt  in 1851 and d e s t r o y e d  by  f i r e  
in 1895. M r s .  John M astin , a d e s c e n d e n t  o f  D r. W .  
G. P r i c e ,  a long  t im e  p r e s id e n t  o f  the c o l l e g e ,  u n ­
v e i le d  the m a r k e r .  L a te r  that y e a r  the S o c i e t y  
a r r a n g e d  a tou r  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  p la c e s  in H untsv ille  f o r  
d e le g a te s  attending the C on v en t ion  o f  A la b a m a  L e a ­
gue o f  M u n ic ip a l i t ie s  w h ich  m e t  in H u n tsv il le .

The o f f i c e r s  fo r  1960-61 w e r e  as  f o l l o w s :  P r e s i ­
dent, D r. F r a n c e s  R o b e r t s ;  V i c e  P r e s id e n t ,  M r s .
C. H. R u s s e l l ;  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  B urke  F isk  and 
T r e a s u r e r ,  M r s .  W ard  F . Sparkm an .

In June, I960, D r. A . B. M o o r e ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  the 
A la b a m a  C iv i l  W ar C en ten n ia l C o m m is s i o n ,  spoke  to 
the S oc ie ty  and u rg e d  that a l o c a l  c o m m i s s i o n  be 
s p e e d i ly  o r g a n iz e d  so  that M a d i s o n  County cou ld  
a c t iv e ly  p a r t ic ip a te  in the C entenn ia l.  M r .  and M r s .  
Jack  H a r b a r g e r  w e r e  duly ap p o in ted  as  jo in t  c h a i r ­
m e n  o f  the l o c a l  C iv i l  W ar C en ten n ia l  C o m m it te e .  A 
s te e r in g  c o m m it t e e  w as a ppo in ted  c o n s is t in g  o f  Dr . 
R o b e r t s ,  c h a i r m a n ;  M is s  E u g e n i a  Smith, M r .  
T h o m p s o n  K e l ly  and the R e v e r e n d  E m il  J o f fr io n .

At the M a r c h  m e e t in g  M r s .  Anna R osborou gh . 
w a s  a ppo in ted  to s e r v e  on  a c o m m it t e e  fo r  the p r e ­
s e r v a t io n  o f  h i s t o r i c  b u ild in gs  s t i l l  standing in the 
H ea rt  o f  H u n tsv ille  a r e a .  M r s .  H a r b a r g e r  a n ­
n ou n ced  that the H u n t s v i l l e -M a d is o n  County C iv i lW a r  
C en ten n ia l  C o m m is s i o n  had b e e n  c h o s e n .  The c o m ­
m it te e  in c lu d e d  E u gen e  M c L a in ,  ch a irm a n ; G e o r g e  
M a h on ey , c o - c h a i r m a n ;  and M is s  M a r ie  M o o r e  , 
s e c r e t a r y .  D r .  R o b e r t s  r e p o r t e d  that the S o c ie ty  
w ou ld  jo in  w ith  the V ir g in ia  C la y -C lo p t o n  U. D. C.
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C h ap ter  in e r e c t in g  a m a r k e r  at M aple  H ill  C e m e ­
t e r y  on M e m o r ia l  Day, 1962 in c o n n e c t io n  w ith  the 
C en ten n ia l  p r o g r a m .

T he S ep tem b er  m e e t in g  w as held  at the F a r le y  
Ju n ior  H igh S ch o o l  fo r  the d e d ic a t io n  o f  the D i t t o 's  
L an d in g  W h ite sb u rg  M a r k e r .  R u c k e r  A g e e ,  c h a i r ­
m an  o f  the A la ba m a  H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  m a r k e r  
c o m m it t e e ,  gave  the d e d ic a t o r y  a d d r e s s .  S e v e r a l  
m e m b e r s  o f  the White fa m i ly  f o r  w h o m  W h ite sb u rg  
w as  n a m ed  w e r e  s p e c ia l  g u e s ts .

In 1961 the f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  e l e c t e d :  
P r e s id e n t ,  R o b e r t  Sm ith; V i c e  P r e s id e n t ,  M r s .  F .  
W. S p ark m a n ; R e c o r d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  Edm und D u ffey ;  
C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  R o b e r t  H ead; T r e a ­
s u r e r ,  M is s  K ath leen  Johnston ; D i r e c t o r s ,  M r s .  M .  
U. G r i f f in ,  G lenn G r im w o o d ,  M r s .  C. H. R u s s e l l ,  
R e a v is  O 'N e a l ,  M r s .  P h il ip  M a son ,  and p a st  p r e s i ­
d en ts .

On M a r c h  18, 1962 the S o c ie ty  o b s e r v e d  its  tenth  
a n n iv e r s a r y  with a tea  at the h o m e  o f  D r .  and M r s .
E. V . C a ld w e ll  on A d a m s  Street .  The l o v e ly  r e c e p ­
t ion  r o o m s  w e r e  d e c o r a t e d  w ith  a r r a n g e m e n t s  o f  
jo n q u i ls ,  n a r c i s s u s  and ca rn a t io n s  in y e l l o w ,  w hite  
and St. P a t r i c k 's  g r e e n .  M r s .  F is k  gave  a r e s u m e '  
o f  the f i r s t  ten y e a r s  o f  the S o c ie ty .

On M e m o r ia l  Day, M ay 6, 1962, the S o c ie ty  and 
the V ir g in ia  C la y -C lo p t o n  C hapter  jo in t ly  d e d ic a te d  
the m a r k e r  to the C o n fe d e ra te  s o ld i e r s  b u r ie d  i n  
M a p le  H ill  C e m e t e r y .  D r .  H e r b e r t  H ughes gave  the 
m a in  a d d r e s s .  A fte r  an im p r e s s i v e  c e r e m o n y  th o se  
p r e s e n t  w e r e  taken on a h i s t o r i c a l  tour o f  the c e m e ­
te r y  by W. F. Sparkm an.

At the S e p t e m b e r  m e e t in g ,  J a m e s  R e c o r d ,  
C h a irm a n  o f  the M a d ison  County B o a rd  o f  C o m m i s ­
s io n e r s ,  p r e s e n te d  a le t te r  f r o m  the c o m m i s s i o n e r s  
stating that th e ir  1962 -63  budget w ould  in c lu d e  $1, 000
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D R . W . M . M c K IS S A C K ,

P r e s e n t  p r e s id e n t  o f  the H u n t s v i l l e  H is t o r i c a l  
S o c ie ty .
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fo r  eight h i s t o r i c a 1 m a r k e r s .  The Society would 
se le c t  the s ites  and handle a ll the details  o f  e rect in g  
the m a r k e r s .  At a sp ec ia l  m eeting later  that month 
re com m en d a t ion s  w ere  sent to the County C o m m is ­
s io n e rs  c o n c e r n i n g  the safe keeping o f  county 
r e c o r d s  while the new courthouse  was being b u ilt .  
The Society a lso  re com m en d ed  that the new c o u r t ­
house be o f  t im e le ss  a rch ite c tu re  to blend with p r e ­
sent or future buildings loca ted  around the square . 
R ecom m en d ation s  w ere  a lso  sent to the City C ou ncil  
urging it to set up a h is to r ic a l  c o m m is s io n  to c rea te  
and p r e s e r v e  a zone ep itom iz ing  "H is to r ic  Hunts­
v i l le ."

In 1964 the f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c e r s  w e re  e le c te d :  
P res id en t ,  M rs .  W. F. Sparkman; V ice  P r e s id e n t ,  
M rs .  Burke F isk ; C orrespon din g  S ecreta ry , M rs . 
Glenn C. T a lley ;  R ecord in g  S ecretary , M rs .  D. H . 
Shenk; and T re a s u r e r ,  M iss  Kathleen Johnston.

That y ea r  the Society began to plan for  A la b a m a 's  
approach ing  Sesquicentennial in 1969. Since m o s t  o f  
the h is to r ic  events connected  with estab lish m en t o f  
the state took p lace  in Huntsville, it seem ed  that the 
m ain  c o m m e m o ra t iv e  act iv it ies  should be cen tered  
h e re .  As groundw ork  fo r  the planning o f  events , 
the R e s e a r c h  Com m ittee  began a p r o je c t  to find out 
what Huntsville was like in 1819 when the C on stitu ­
tional Convention m et here to draw up A la b a m a 's  
f i r s t  Constitution. This study involved r e s e a r c h  in 
p ro p e r ty  r e c o r d s ,  n e w s p a p e r s  and all o r ig in a l  
r e c o r d s  ava ilab le .  It was a tedious and d i f f i c u l t  
undertaking, but the com m ittee  com p osed  of M r s .  
F isk , c h a i r m a n ;  M rs .  W. F. Sparkman, M r s .  
Wayne S m i t h ,  M r. and M rs .  Donald Shenk, and 
M rs .  J. T. Deaton, p e r s e r v e r e d  with the w ork . In 
A pril ,  1969, they produ ced  a map o f  1819 Huntsville, 
showing many o f  the buildings that ex isted  at that
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t im e .  T h is  m a p ,  w h ich  the c o m m it t e e  had e v o lv e d  
f r o m  its  r e s e a r c h ,  w a s  c o p y r ig h te d  by  the S o c ie ty  
and p u b lish ed  in a b r o c h u r e  w ith  e x p la n a to r y  n o te s ,

p h o to g ra p h s  o f  s i x  o f  the 1819 h o u s e s  w h ich  a re  s t i l l  
standing, and a b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  H u n tsv il le  to 1819, 
w r it te n  by D r.  R o b e r t s .  The b r o c h u r e  w as  t it led  " A  
N ew  M ap o f  H u n tsv il le  1819". 7

In D e c e m b e r  1966, M r s .  F is k  w as  e le c t e d  P r e s i ­
dent; D r .  W i l l ia m  M c K is s a c k ,  V i c e  P r e s id e n t ;  M r s .  
Donald Shenk, R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y ;  M r s .  W. F .  
Sparkm an, C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e ta r y ;  and M is s .  
K ath leen  Johnston , T r e a s u r e r .

The e r e c t i o n  o f  M a d is o n  C o u n ty ' s n ew  co u r th o u s e  
r e q u ir e d  th r e e  y e a r s .  When it n e a r e d  c o m p le t io n  in 
1967, C o m m is s i o n  C h a irm a n  R e c o r d  r e q u e s te d  that 
the S o c ie ty  a s s u m e  the r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  to s e le c t  i t e m s  
to  be p la c e d  in the c o r n e r s t o n e .  A fte r  s e v e r a l  m e e t ­
ings  o f  the B o a r d ,  a la r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  v a lu a b le  s t a ­
t i s t i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  in fo r m a t io n  a bou t the county  
w as a s s e m b le d .

The S o c ie ty  w as  in c h a r g e  o f  the c o r n e r s t o n e  
c e r e m o n y  at the d e d ic a t io n  p r o g r a m  f o r  the c o u r t ­
h ou se  on M a r c h  5, 1967. M r s .  F i s k  sp ok e  b r ie f ly  
d e s c r ib in g  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d o c u m e n ts  and a r t i fa c t s  
w h ich  w e r e  p la c e d  in a c o p p e r  b o x .  She e x p r e s s e d  
the hope that the g e n e r a t io n  w h ich  one day  w ou ld  v ie w  
the con ten ts  w ou ld  find  t h e r e  e v id e n c e  o f  the e f f o r t s  
m a d e  by  th is  g e n e r a t io n  and p a s t  g e n e r a t io n s  to w a r d  
the d e v e lo p m e n t  and p r o g r e s s  o f  o u r  g r e a t  c o u n t y .  
M e m b e r s  o f  the B o a rd  o f  G o v e r n o r s  a s s e m b le d  w h ile  
the b o x  w as p la c e d  in s id e .  M r s .  F i s k  p r e s e n t e d  the 
f i r s t  t r o w e l  o f  m o r t a r .  W. A . G lenn, su p er in ten d en t  
o f  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  and W. E. M a y b en , in s p e c t o r  o f  
b u i ld in g  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  s e a le d  the b o x  into the c o r n e r ­
ston e  at the n o r th w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  the bu ild in g .

13
11

Russell: The First Twenty Years of the Huntsville-Madison County Historica

Published by LOUIS, 1971



D u rin g  th e ir  study the R e s e a r c h  C o m m it t e e  o b ­
ta in ed  a d d it ion a l  in fo r m a t io n  about the s ite  on w h ich  
the C o n s t itu t io n a l  C on v en t ion  m e t  in 1819- It was 
found  that the b u ild in g  that h ou sed  the C o n v e n t io n  
w as b u ilt  by  W a lk er  A l le n ,  a ca b in e t  m a k e r ,  f o r  u s e  
as a shop  and w a r e h o u s e .  F o l lo w in g  h is  d ea th ,  it 
w as o f f e r e d  fo r  ren t .  L o c a t e d  o n e -h a l f  b lo c k  south 
o f  the p u b l ic  s q u a r e ,  it s e r v e d  as a co n v e n ie n t  m e e t ­
ing p l a c e  f o r  the f o r t y - f o u r  d e le g a te s  e l e c t e d  f r o m  
the tw e n ty - tw o  co u n t ie s  of A la b a m a  T e r r i t o r y ,  w ho 
a s s e m b l e d  in H u n tsv i l le  in 1819 to  d ra ft  a C o n s t i t u ­
t ion  f o r  A la b a m a  to  enter  the U nion . 8

T he c o m m it t e e  a l s o  found: a n u m b e r  o f o th er  
im p o r ta n t  h i s t o r i c a l  s ite s  a d ja ce n t  to  C o n s t itu t io n  
H a l l .  S l igh t ly  to the n o r th ,  on F ra n k l in  S t r e e t ,  s tood  
the o f f i c e  of C le m e n t  C o m e r  C la y ,  who c h a i r e d  the 
c o m m it t e e  that d ra fte d  the C on st itu t ion .  T h is  b u i ld ­
ing a l s o  h o u se d  the U nited  States S u r v e y o r 's  O f f i c e  
and H u n tsv i l le  P o s t  O f f i c e  in 1819. On the s a m e  h a lf  
b lo c k  fa c in g  M a d iso n  S tree t  w as lo c a te d  the o f f i c e  
and p r in t in g  p r e s s  of the A la b a m a  R e p u b l i c a n , the 
n e w s p a p e r  that p r in te d  the C on st itu t ion .  N ex t  d o o r ,  
to  the sou th , in the law  o f f i c e  of John N . S . J o n e s ,  
the b o o k s  o f the H u n tsv il le  L i b r a r y ,  A la b a m a 's  f i r s t  
l i b r a r y ,  w e r e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to s u b s c r i b e r s  in 
O c t o b e r ,  1819. The h o m e  of Stephen N e a l ,  M a d is o n  
C o u n ty 's  f i r s t  s h e r i f f ,  o c c u p ie d  the n o r th e a s t  c o r n e r  
of G a te s  and M a d iso n .

In 1968, at a t im e  when the C on st itu t ion  H a ll  s ite  
w as v a ca n t  and e a r m a r k e d  by  its  o w n e r ,  the H u n ts ­
v i l l e  H ou s in g  A u th o r ity ,  f o r  a m u l t i - s t o r y  p a rk in g  
g a r a g e ,  the S o c ie ty  in it ia ted  a m o v e m e n t  to  p r e s e r v e  
the s ite  and r e c o n s t r u c t  on it the h i s t o r i c  b u ild in gs  
of 1819. D r .  R o b e r t s ,  M r s .  F i s k ,  D r .  M c K i s s a c k ,  
and M r s .  R o s b o r o u g h  w e r e  a b le  to  gain the su p p ort  
o f  the H u n tsv i l le  H ou sin g  A u th o r ity ,  C ity  C o u n c i l ,
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B o a r d  of M a d is o n  C ounty  C o m m i s s i o n s ,  A la b a m a  
H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  A la b a m a  H is t o r i c a l  C o m m is - 
s io n ,  A l a b a m a  S e s q u ic e n te n n ia l  C o m m it t e e ,  and 
n u m e ro u s  l o c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  and in d iv id u a ls .

E a r ly  in 1969, t h e  A l a b a m a  S e sq u ic e n te n n ia l  
C o m m it te e  a sk e d  the S o c ie t y  to  handle  the sa le  of 
o f f i c ia l  S e s q u ic e n te n n ia l  s o u v e n i r s  i n  M a d ison  
C ou n ty . On A p r i l  16, the S o c ie t y  gave  an au tograph  
p a r ty  and r e c e p t io n  to  in t ro d u c e  the A la b a m a 's  F i r s t  
L a d y 's  C o o k b o o k , w h ich  w as  ed ited  by  M r s .  A lb e r t  
P .  B r e w e r ,  w ife  of then A la b a m a  g o v e r n o r  B r e w e r .  
M r s .  B r e w e r  w as h o n o r e d  at th is  a f fa ir  w h ich  w as 
h e ld  in D unnavant 's  M a l l  w ith B u r k e t t 's  B o o k  S tore  
handling the sa le  of b o o k s .  T he  long  l in e s  of p e o p le  
who a ttended  the p a r ty  k ept M r s .  B r e w e r  b u sy  a u to ­
graph ing  d u rin g  the en t ire  t im e .  She w as a s s is t e d  
by  w iv e s  o f the l o c a l  l e g i s la t iv e  d e le g a t io n  who w e r e  
s p e c ia l  g u es ts  f o r  the o c c a s i o n .

On M ay  2 - 3 ,  1969, the S o c ie t y  w as h o n o r e d  again  
to  en terta in  the annual m e e t in g  of the A la b a m a  H i s ­
t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n . M onths of r e s e a r c h ,  p lann ing , 
and p r e p a r a t io n  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  to  c a r r y  through  the 
ch o s e n  th em e  "H u n ts v i l le  in 1819" in p r o g r a m ,  d e c o ­
ra t ion s  and fo o d .  T h e  m e e t in g ,  w h ich  was he ld  at 
the im p o s in g  C a r r ia g e  Inn, w as one o f the m o s t  e l a ­
b o r a te  and m e m o r a b le  e v e r  h e ld  by  the State a s s o ­
c ia t io n .  M r s .  R i c h a r d  G i l l ia m  and M r s .  John R . 
T h o m a s ,  J r . , c o - c h a i r m e n  o f r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  r e p o r t e d  
476 m e m b e r s  and g u e s t s ,  b y  fa r  the la r g e s t  a t te n ­
d a n ce  in the h i s t o r y  of the o r g a n iz a t io n .  E a ch  p e r ­
son  attending w as p r e s e n t e d  with a s p e c ia l ly  p r e ­
p a r e d  p a c k e t  of h i s t o r i c a l  s o u v e n ir s  re la t in g  to  the 
Se sq u ic  e n te n n ia l .

The fe a tu r e  o f  the m e e t in g  w as a bus tou r  of 1819 
h o u s e s .  T h e  P o p e -W a t t s , B a s s e t t - Y o u n g ,  E r s k i n e -  
M c M a in s ,  and F e a r n - R i c h a r d s o n  h o m e s  w e r e  op en ed
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f o r  the o c c a s i o n .  A r e c e p t io n ,  h e ld  at the h o m e  of 
M r s .  H o l l im a n  R ic h a r d s o n ,  tour  c h a i r m a n ,  c o n ­
c lu d e d  the t o u r .  A  ga la  " A la b a m a  1819" ban qu et  w as 
h e ld  in the m a in  b a l l r o o m  of the C a r r ia g e  Inn. M r s .  
J a c k  F .  H a r b a r g e r  and h er  c o m m it t e e  d e c o r a t e d  the 
s c o r e s  o f  round  s e r v in g  ta b le s  with fr u i t  a r r a n g e ­
m e n ts  and l igh ted  ca n d le s  in b r a s s  c a n d l a b r a .  
L a r g e  l e t t e r s ,  su sp en d ed  o v e r  the s tage  p r o c l a i m e d  
" A la b a m a  1819". A  to w e r in g  fru it  a r r a n g e m e n t  in a 
t h r e e - t i e r e d  e p e r g n e  c e n t e r e d  the fr o n t  of the s ta g e .  
In th is  se tt in g ,  the c h o i r  f r o m  the U n iv e r s i ty  o f A l a ­
b a m a  in H u n tsv i l le  r e n d e r e d  m u s ic a l  s e l e c t i o n s  f r o m  
the 1819 p e r i o d .  T y p ic a l  fo o d s  of the p e r i o d ,  s e r v e d  
at the b an q u et ,  w e r e  s e le c t e d  by  M r s .  O s c a r  M a s o n  
and h e r  c o m m it t e e  a fte r  m an y  m onths  of r e s e a r c h  
on the s u b je c t .  E a ch  p e r s o n  r e c e i v e d  a s o u v e n ir  
p r o g r a m - m e n u  and a dr in k in g  g la s s ,  w h ich  had b een  
i n s c r ib e d  as a m o m e n to  of the o c c a s i o n .

T h e  Saturday  m o rn in g  s e s s io n  w as h e ld  at the 
M a d is o n  C ounty  C o u r th o u s e  w h e re  an ex h ib it  o f  h i s ­
t o r i c  d o c u m e n ts , p a p e r s , and a r t i c l e s  h a d  b e e n  
a r r a n g e d  by  M is s  A l i c e  T h o m a s  and h e r  c o m m i t t e e .  
A l a b a m a 's  1819 C on st itu t ion ,  the m a in  fe a tu re  of the 
e x h ib it ,  w as on d is p la y  in a s p e c ia l ly  c o n s t r u c t e d  
c a s e .  B r o u g h t  to  H u n tsv il le  the day b e f o r e  b y  
M i lo  H o w a r d ,  D i r e c t o r  of the A la b a m a  D e p a r tm e n t  
of A r c h i v e s  and H is t o r y ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d o c u m e n t  
r e m a in e d  in H u n tsv i l le  w h e re  it w as d is p la y e d  m o s t  
o f the y e a r  fo r  thousands  of p e o p le  to  s e e  it f o r  the 
f i r  st t i m e . The f in a l  even t of the m e e t i n g  w a s  a 
lu n ch eon  at w h ich  D r .  R o b e r t s ,  as ou tgoing  p r e s i ­
dent, gave  the p r in c ip le  a d d r e s s .

A n  im p o rta n t  event during  the y e a r  w as c o m ­
m e m o r a t e d  with a c e r e m o n y  c o s p o n s o r e d  by  the 
S o c ie t y  and T e n n e s s e e  V a l le y  G e n e a lo g ic a l  S o c ie t y ,  
in c o o p e r a t i o n  with the M a d ison  C ounty  c o u r th o u s e
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on A u gu st  2 , 1969, to  h o n o r  d e s c e n d a n ts  of the f o r t y -  
fo u r  d e le g a te s  w h o  h a d  s ig n e d  the C on st itu t ion  in 
H u n t s v i l l e  e x a c t ly  150 y e a r s  b e f o r e .  M r s .  F is k  
s e r v e d  as g e n e r a l  c h a ir m a n  and M r s .  G i l l ia m ,  as 
r e c o g n i t io n s  c h a ir m a n .  M r s .  V .  W . H a m n e r ,  J r . ,  
w ho u n d e r to o k  the task  of lo ca t in g  d e s ce n d a n ts  of the 
s i g n e r s ,  s u c c e e d e d  in f ind ing  the a d d r e s s e s  of 623 
d e s c e n d a n ts ,  to  w h o m  s p e c ia l ly  p r in te d  inv itations  
w e r e  m a i le d .  A lth ou gh  they  l iv e d  in m an y  p a rts  of 
A l a b a m a  a n d  i n  o t h e r  s ta te s ,  224 d e sce n d a n ts  
a ttended the p r o g r a m .  E a ch  h on or  g u est  was g iven  
a badge  in s c r ib e d  with h is  n a m e  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  
a n c e s t o r  w ho s ig n e d  the C o n s t itu t io n .  In the m a in  
lo b b y  they  v ie w e d  the C on st itu t ion  and lo c a te d  the 
n a m e s  of th e ir  a n c e s t o r s .

T he p r o g r a m ,  h e ld  on the s e c o n d  s ta ir  landing 
with the h i s t o r i c a l  m u r a l  as a m e a n in g fu l  b a c k d r o p ,  
b eg a n  with a c o l o r f u l  f la g  c e r e m o n y .  D r .  M c K is s a c k  
p r e s id e d  and in t r o d u c e d  U nited  S tates  S en ator  John 
S p a rk m a n , w ho in turn p r e s e n t e d  the g u est  sp e a k e r ,  
R ic h a r d  W a lk e r  B o l l in g ,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  f r o m  
the F ifth  C o n g r e s s io n a l  D i s t r i c t  of M i s s o u r i ,  and a 
G r e a t - g r e a t  g r a n d s o n  o f  John W i l l ia m s  W a l k e r , 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  the C o n s t itu t io n a l  C o n v e n t io n .  The 
n a m e s  of the f o r t y - f o u r  s ig n e r s  w e r e  re a d  by  Senator  
S parkm an  f r o m  a s c r o l l  p r e p a r e d  by  M r s .  G i l l ia m .  
A s  e a c h  s i g n e r 's  n a m e  w as  c a l l e d  h is  d e sce n d a n ts  
w e r e  a sk e d  to  s ta n d .  9

" A la b a m a  D a y , "  D e c e m b e r  14, 1969, the 150th 
a n n iv e r s a r y  of the day A la b a m a  e n te r e d  the U nion , 
w as the la s t  im p o r ta n t  h i s t o r i c a l  even t  to  be  c e l e ­
b r a te d  du rin g  the y e a r .  T h e  S o c ie ty  and the M a d ison  
C ou n ty  S e s q u ic e n te n n ia l  C o m m it t e e  c o - s p o n s o r e d  an 
o b s e r v a n c e  of the day  at the c o u r th o u s e  at 2 :30 p . m .  
P h i l ip  M . M a s o n ,  c h a ir m a n  of the S e sq u ic e n te n n ia l  
C o m m it t e e ,  s e r v e d  as c h a ir m a n  f o r  the A l a b a m a
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D ay P r o g r a m .  O th e rs  on the p r o g r a m  c o m m it t e e  
w e r e  E lb e r t  L .  W a ts o n ,  M r s .  W ayne L .  S m ith , D r .  
M c K i s s a c k  and M r s . G i l l i a m .  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
R e c o r d  w as m a s te r  of c e r e m o n i e s .

The p r o g r a m  began  with the p r e s e n t a t i o n  by 
E x p lo r e r  P o s t  303 o f  a la r g e  tw e n ty -o n e  star  United 
States f lag  s p e c ia l ly  h a n d -m a d e  fo r  the o c c a s i o n  by 
M r s .  Smith. F o l lo w in g  the flag  c e r e m o n y ,  a p r o ­
g r a m  o f  p a t r i o t i c  s o n g s  w a s  p r e s e n te d  by  the 
M a d r i g a l  S in gers  o f  B utler  High S ch oo l.  United 
States Senator J a m e s  B. A llen , who w as e le c t e d  to 
the Senate e x a c t ly  150 y e a r s  a fte r  the s t a te 's  f i r s t  
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e ,  gave the c o m m e m o r a ­
t iv e  a d d r e s s .  Speaking o f  s o m e  o f  the h igh ligh ts  o f  
A la b a m a 's  d r a m a t ic  past ,  he sa id  that the in t r o d u c ­
tion  o f  the r e s o lu t io n  o f  sta teh ood  fo r  the T e r r i t o r y  
o f  A la b a m a  w as am on g  the f i r s t  b u s in e s s  to be  c o n ­
du cted  in the new  Senate c h a m b e r s  on  D e c e m b e r  6,
1819.

O ther fe a tu r e s  o f  the p r o g r a m  in c lu d ed  a s t i r r in g  
re n d it io n  by the D ru m  and B ugle  C o r p s  o f  Sparkm an  
H igh S ch oo l .  The s to r y  o f  the tw e n ty -tw o  star  f lag  
w as  to ld  by R am on a  Sharpe o f  B u c k h o r n  High S ch oo l .  
Dawn A lb e r g  o f  R andolph  S ch oo l gave the A la b a m a  
R e s o lu t io n  o f  A d m is s io n .  E x p lo r e r  P o s t  303, then 
r e t i r e d  the tw e n ty -o n e  star  f la g  and p r e s e n te d  the 
tw e n ty -tw o  star  f la g ,  w h ich  in c lu d ed  the s t a r  f o r  
A la b a m a .1 0  Dr. M c K is s a c k  a w a rd ed  to M r s .  F isk ,  
o u t - g o i n g  p r e s id e n t  o f  the S o c ie ty ,  a p laque  in h on or  
o i  h er  s e r v i c e s  to the g rou p  and h er  w o rk  with the 
S esqu icen ten n ia l .  To c l o s e  the p r o g r a m ,  T h o m a se n a  
M o r r i s ,  o f  B u ck h orn  High S ch oo l ,  led  the sing ing  o f  
the "S ta r  Spangled B an n er ."

F o l lo w in g  the p r o g r a m  a b r i e f  b u s in e s s  m e e t in g  
w as held  and o f f i c e r s  fo r  1970-71 w e r e  e l e c t e d :  
P r e s id e n t ,  D r. W i l l ia m  M c K is s a c k ;  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ,
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J a m e s  R e c o r d ;  R e c o r d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  R oy  E. 
B la ir ;  C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  Wayne L. 
Sm ith a n d  T r e a s u r e r ,  M is  s K ath leen  Johnston. 
E lb e r t  W a tson  w as  e l e c t e d  to a th re e  y e a r  t e r m  as 
D ir e c t o r  and D r. H e r b e r t  L,. H ughes w as r e - e l e c t e d  
D ir e c t o r .

Under t h e  p r e s e n t  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  D r. W. M. 
M c K is s a c k ,  the S o c ie ty  has continued  to m ake  s u b ­
stantia l p r o g r e s s .  The n u m b e r  o f  m e e t i n g s  h a s  
in c r e a s e d  f r o m  fo u r  to  s ix  e a ch  y e a r .  One o f  the 
m o s t  im p o rta n t  p r o j e c t s  is  the p u b l ica t io n  o f  our 
h i s t o r i c a l  q u a te r ly  "H u n tsv i l le  H is t o r i c a l  R e v ie w "  
with M r. W atson  as e d i to r .

When the N ation a l P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  u nder the a u s ­
p i c e s  o f  the N ation a l R e g is t e r  o f  H is t o r i c  P la c e s ,  
d es ig n a ted  H u n ts v i l le 's  o ld  M e m p h is  and C h a r le s to n  
R a i lr o a d  C om p a n y  p a s s e n g e r  d e p o t  a s  a national 
h i s t o r i c  la n d m a r k  on S e p te m b e r  10, 1971, it gave 
fu r th er  c r e d i t  to the S o c ie ty  in that tw o o f  its  m e m ­
b e r s ,  M r s .  G i l l ia m  and John M a r tz ,  p r e p a r e d  the 
p a p e r s  f o r  the n om in a t ion .

At this t im e  the S o c ie ty  has g ro w n  to 265 a c t iv e  
m e m b e r s .  M u ch  r e s e a r c h  h a s  b een  done, m any 
in te re s t in g  p a p e r s  g iven , and ou r  h i s t o r i c a l  c o l l e c ­
tion  has g ro w n . We have c o o p e r a t e d  w ith  the c ity  
and state in h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n ts .  We have en la rg ed  
ou r  k n ow led g e  o f  the r i c h  h e r ita g e  o f  this a r e a ,  and 
a id ed  in its p r e s e r v a t i o n  f o r f u t u r e  g e n e r a t io n s .  
M ay we continue  to g r o w  and expand during  the c o m ­
ing y e a r s .
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N a m e s  o f  p e o p le  who attended the f i r s t  m e e t in g  
o f  M a d is o n  County H is t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n ,  N o v e m b e r  
18, 1951.

M r s .  D. C. A d a m s
M r s .  C. H. R u s s e l l
M r .  & M r s .  C la r e n c e  Watts
M r .  & M r s .  Joe Fait
M r . & M r s .  H enry  B. C hase
M r . & M r s .  T. P. Gates
M r s .  R. J. L ow e
M r. C h a r l ie  L y le
M r s .  E l iz a b e th  B e a m g u a rd
M r s .  Joe  E. C o o p e r
M r s .  E u gen e  G ill
M is s  M a ry  Irby  M astin
M r . & M r s .  Josh  K e lly
M r .  & M r s .  R e e s e  A m is
M r s .  R a p h a e l  S em m en s
M r . & M r s .  F r e d e r i c  H e id e lberg

M r s .  J a m es  T . W atts 
M r s .  V a s s a r  L. A l le n  
M is s  H e l e n  P e t t y  
M is s  D oro th y  Sandlin 
M r . J a m e s  W a d e  
H a rr y  M. R hett, Jr. 
M is s  F r a n c e s  R oberts  
M is s  F r a n c e s  Jones 
M r . R o b e r t  K. B e l l  
Judge Thom as W. Jones 
M r . J a m e s  R e c o r d  
M r .  C. C. M o n r o e  
Mr ,  A l v i n  D r e g e r  
M r .  J osep h  L. A sk in s  
M r .  R o y  L. S t o n e  
r g
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1The Chase home was erected in 1848 and was at various 
tim es occupied by the W illiam  M cD ow ells, M ary C. Levert, 
and M rs. Daniel Colem an fa m ilies . The home is presently  
owned by M r. & M rs, Joe Fait.

2Rucker Agee to F rances R oberts, N ovem ber, 1951.

3Allan Rushton to R oberts, N ovem ber, 1951.

4A ll of the officers had been reelected at the D ecem ber, 
1962, m eeting.

5M em bers of this com m ittee were Judge Jones, M r. Chase, 
D r. Roberts, M rs . Rosborough and Edwin Burwell.

6 This tribute was printed, fram ed, and hung in the probate 
office and the library . A copy of this m em orial was later given 
to M rs . Jones.

7In 1970, the Am erican Association  for State and Local 
H istory honored the Society with a national award for the p ro ­
duction of the m ap. This commendation has been fram ed and 
placed in the Huntsville Heritage Room of the Huntsville Public 
L ibrary.

8 This building, a lso  used as a theater, was rem oved in 1821 
and replaced with a new theater, which burned before it opened.

9 This program  coincided with the issuance in Huntsville of 
the U. S. s ix  cent postage stamp honoring 150 years of Alabama 
Statehood. Many honor guests who attended the stamp cerem ony  
in the morning and the luncheon, honoring Postm aster General 
Winton Blount, were escorted  by C om m ission er Record in a 
m otorcade to the c o u r t h o u s e  f o r  the afternoon's h istorical 
observance.

10The Twenty-Tw o Star Flag was handmade for the o c ­
casion by M rs . G illiam .
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