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T H E  DEAD S HOE  P R I M A R Y

By G r a c e  H ooten  Gates

The p e o p l e  o f  A la b a m a  went  to the p o l l s  on  August  
27, 1907, to  c h o o s e  United States Senators  in a m o s t  
unusual  D e m o c r a t i c  p r i m a r y .  A l t e r n a t e ly  p r a i s e d  and 
c o n d e m n e d ,  the " D e a d  Shoe P r i m a r y , "  as the A la b a m a  
p r e s s  dubbed it, w a s  a unique  e x p e r i e n c e  in A la b a m a  
h is to r y .  Not on ly  did the e l e c t o r s  p a r t i c ip a t e  in the 
s ta tew ide  s e l e c t i o n  o f  United States Senators  f o r  the 
f i r s t  t im e ,  but in addit ion ,  tw o  a l te r n a te  Senators  
w e r e  n a m ed  to  f i l l  the f i r s t  two v a c a n c i e s  w h ic h  m ight  
o c c u r .  The p r o c e d u r e  w a s  o s t e n s i b l y  o c c a s i o n e d  by 
the a d v a n ce d  age  o f  both  A l a b a m a  Senators  and the 
g e n e r a l  c o n s e n s u s  that n e i th e r  w ould  s u r v iv e  his t e r m  
o f  o f f i c e .  The two  in c u m b e n t  United States Senators  
at that t im e  w e r e  John T y l e r  M o r g a n ,  e i g h t y - o n e ,  
and Edmund W in ston  Pet tus ,  e i g h t y - f i v e ,  both o f  
D a l la s  County,  A la b a m a .  1

The y e a r  1906 w a s  known not on ly  f o r  the unusual  
A l a b a m a  p r i m a r y .  T h r o u g h  the e y e s  o f  the c o n t e m ­
p o r a r y  p r e s s ,  the w o r l d  w as  an e x c i t in g  p l a c e  that 
y e a r :  Mount  V e s u v iu s  eru pted ,  s ta teh ood  f o r  O k l a ­
h o m a  w a s  vo ted  on,  and g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  w as  shown in 
the w ed d in g  o f  P r e s i d e n t  T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t ' s  d a u g h ­
t e r ,  A l i c e ,  and N i c h o la s  L o n g w o rth .  In H untsv i l le ,  
W. R.  R i s o n  Banking C o m p a n y  b o a s t e d  r e s o u r c e s  o f  
$754,  616. 21, G o l d s m i t h a n d  G r o s s e r  a d v e r t i s e d  a h a l f ­
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p r i c e  s a le  fea tu r in g  m e n ' s  o v e r c o a t s  f o r  $6. 50, co t ton  
o p e n e d  f o r  e l e v e n  cen ts  p e r  pound, and "h igh  c l a s s  
s p e c t a c l e s "  cou ld  be seen  at the O p e ra  H ou se  f o r  ten 
c e n ts .  2

P o l i t i c s  w as  part  o f  e v e r y d a y  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  The  
m o o d  o f  the state o f  A la b a m a  w as  r e f o r m ,  the t e m p e r  
o f  the nat ion  p r o g r e s s i v e .  A  g r o w in g  im p u l s e  a c r o s s  
the nat ion  f o r  p r i m a r i e s  and fo r  d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  U n i t ­
ed States  Sen ators  s t e m m e d  f r o m  the d e m a n d s  o f  the 
P o p u l i s t s ,  the unhappy f a r m e r  s o f  the n ineteenth  c e n ­
tury .  A m o n g  o th er  r e q u e s t s ,  th ese  a g r a r i a n s  wanted  
a m o r e  d e m o c r a t i c  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  and banded 
t o g e t h e r  p o l i t i c a l l y  to  ob ta in  it. Though  the g r o u p  
fa i l e d  to a t t ra c t  enough  f o l l o w in g  to ga in  the p o l i t i c a l  
p r e s t i g e  o f  the p r e s i d e n c y ,  the idea  f o r  m o r e  p o p u la r  
c o n t r o l  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  cont inued ,  long  b e f o r e  the e n ­
a c t m e n t  o f  the s even teen th  a m e n d m e n t  o f  1913.

In A l a b a m a ,  d i r e c t  p r i m a r i e s  w e r e  f i r  st f l e e t in g ly  
a d v o c a t e d  in t h e  1870 's  as  a m o v e  f o r  g r e a t e r  s t ren g th  
a m o n g  the w hi tes  in a continuing  p e r i o d  o f  r e c o n s t r u c ­
tion .3 H o w e v e r ,  not until  F e b r u a r y  8, 1899, w as  
A l a b a m a ' s  f i r  st g e n e r a l  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  p r o p o s e d . 4 
The  A l a b a m a  S en ator ia l  p r i m a r y  o f  1906 w as  p r e c e d e d  
by  a s i x - y e a r  p e r i o d  in w h ich  a d v o c a t e s  o f  the d i r e c t  
p r i m a r y  and the d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  S enators  fought  a 
d i f f i c u l t  battle f o r  a c c e p t a n c e .

The United States Senate i t s e l f  w as  under  a ttack  
dur ing  tho se y e a r  s. C u r r e n t  m a g a z i n e s  s u c h  a s  F o r u m  
and The Nation  conta ined  a r t i c l e s  c o n d e m n in g  and 
c r i t i c i z i n g  the Senate,  and that body  s tu b b o r n ly  r e ­
s i s t e d  any attempt  to m ake  e l e c t i o n  by the p e o p l e  a 
fa ct .  One nat ional  m a g a z in e  a r t i c l e  w r i t e r  stated ,  
"It  is  hard  to see  how, in any event ,  a p o p u la r  vo te  
f o r  Senators ,  whether  in p r i m a r i e s  o r  an e l e c t i o n  
i t s e l f  cou ld  p r o d u c e  w o r s e  r e s u l t s  than the s y s t e m  o f  
c h o i c e  by l e g i s l a t u r e s .  5

The p a rty  c a u c u s  and c o n v e n t io n  as  the m e a n s  o f
4

2

Huntsville Historical Review, Vol. 2 [2022], No. 1, Art. 3

https://louis.uah.edu/huntsville-historical-review/vol2/iss1/3



s e l e c t i n g  c a n d id a tes  w e r e  a l s o  u n d e r  s c r u t in y .  M a n i ­
pu la t ion  o f  t h e s e  p r o c e d u r e s  w as  e a s y ,  and the d i r e c t  
p r i m a r y  w a s  a lw a y s  the s u g g e s t e d  r e m e d y . 6 In A l a ­
b a m a ,  the f i r s t  p r i m a r y  w h i c h  in c lu d ed  a c t iv e  c a m ­
paigning  c o n c e r n i n g  the e l e c t i o n  o f  a United States 
Senator w as  held  on A p r i l  14, 1900. Candidates  f o r  
state o f f i c e r s  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  
w e r e  s e l e c t e d  in county  p r i m a r i e s  on the b a s i s  o f  
w hether  they su p p o r te d  the r e e l e c t i o n  o f  Senator  John 
T.  M o r g a n ,  o r  his  c h a l l e n g e r ,  f o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  
J o s e p h  F.  Johnston.  7

The q u e s t io n  o f  s ta tew ide  p r i m a r i e s  f o r  a l l  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c e r s  and the d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  United States S en ­
a t o r s  w e r e  s t i l l  i s  sue s in A la b a m a  p o l i t i c s ,  a l though 
o v e r  sh adow ed  in 1901 by the ta lk  o f  a n ew  con st i tu t ion a l  
conven t ion .  The  p r i m a r y  i s s u e  in A la b a m a  as w e l l  
as  in the o th e r  s o u t h e r n  s ta tes  w as  s u f f r a g e  r e f o r m .  
The white p e o p l e  o f  the South at that t im e  r e a s o n e d  
that the s u r e s t  w a y  to r e in s t i tu te  a p u r e r  f o r m  o f  
d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t  and to e l im in a t e  fraud  and 
c o r r u p t i o n  in e l e c t i o n s  w as  to e l im in a t e  the N e g r o  
v o te .  M i s s i s s i p p i  had set  the e x a m p l e  ten y e a r s  
e a r l i e r  by a dopt ing  a con s t i tu t i o n  w h ich  v i r tu a l ly  
d i s f r a n c h i s e d  the N e g r o  v o t e r s  in that state.8 A l a ­
b am a  f o l l o w e d  in the f o o t s t e p s  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  but 
d ur ing  the w e e k s  o f  debate  on how b e s t  to d i s f r a n c h i s e  
the N e g r o ,  the q u e s t i o n  o f  d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  United 
States S en ators  w a s  not c o m p l e t e l y  f o r g o t t e n .  A 
r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  in t r o d u c e d  a l lo w in g  e l e c t o r  s to e x p r e s  s 
th e ir  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  United States S en ator s ,  but w as  
d e fe a te d .9 The co n v e n t i o n  a l s o  s k ir t e d  the q u e s t io n  
o f  d i r e c t  p r i m a r i e s .

A l though  m a n y  w e r e  d i s a p p o in te d  that the c o n ­
st i tut ional  c o n v e n t i o n  had fa i l e d  to take  a c t i o n  in this 
a r e a ,  the f ight  cont inued  in A l a b a m a  as w e l l  as  in o th er  
s ta tes  to m a k e  e l e c t i o n  o f  United States Senators  by 
the p e o p le  a fa ct .  In the y e a r s  b e f o r e  the a dopt ion  o f
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HON. JOHN T Y L E R  M O R G A N  
U. S. Senator f r o m  A la b a m a ,  1877 to 1907
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the s ev en teen th  a m e n d m e n t ,  about  two d o z e n  sta tes ,  
inc lu d in g  A la b a m a ,  had r e s o r t e d  to the p r o c e d u r e  o f  
ho ld ing  a p r i m a r y  in w h i c h  v o t e r s  w ou ld  e x p r e s s t h e i r  
p r e f e r e n c e  to ca n d id a te s .  The  state l e g i s l a t u r e ,  w h ich  
c o n s t i tu t i o n a l ly  s t i l l  had to  m a k e  the f ina l  s e l e c t i o n ,  
w ould  then be bound by the p o p u la r  v o te .1 0  Thus A l a ­
bam a  w a s  not f o r g in g  a n e w  path,  but f o l l o w in g  the 
lead  o f  n u m e r o u s  o th er  s ta tes  in p lanning  and c a r r y i n g  
out a S en a tor ia l  p r i m a r y  in 1906. H o w e v e r ,  the nature  
o f  the s i tuat ion  in A l a b a m a  with r e s p e c t  to the a g e s  o f  
the in cu m b e n t  Sen ators  ga ve  r i s e  to  the in te r e s t in g  
turn o f  even ts  that f o l l o w e d  in the m o s t  unusual  e l e c ­
t ion  e v e r  held  in the state.

The  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e th e r  a p r i m a r y  w ould  be held 
o r  not and w h i c h  o f f i c e s  would  be f i l l e d  by this m eth od  
r e s t e d  in the hands o f  the p o w e r f u l  D e m o c r a t i c  State 
E x e c u t iv e  C o m m i t t e e ,  c o m p o s e d  o f  the p o l i t i c a l  l e a d ­
e r s  f r o m  e a c h  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t  in the state.  
T h e s e  m e n  ap p a re n t ly  w e r e  s u b je c t e d  to  p e r s u a s i o n  
and p r e s s u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  by  s o m e  o f  the a s p i r in g  
Senator ia l  c a n d id a tes  in 1906. S e v e r a l  p r o m in e n t  
A la b a m ia n s  l o n g e d  f o r  a seat  in the United States 
Senate but had b e e n  e i th e r  u n w i l l ing  o r  unable  to unseat  
the v e n e r a b l e  in c u m b e n t s ,  John T y l e r  M o r g a n  and 
Edmund W in ston  Pettus .

The e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  m e t  in M o n t g o m e r y  on 
January  9, 1906, and adopted  a p r o p o s a l  known as 
" T h e  W hitson  Plan ,"  p r e s e n t e d  by  C h a r l e s  C a r s o n  
W h itson  o f  T a l la d e g a ,  c a l l in g  f o r  a state p r i m a r y  f o r  
the e l e c t i o n  o f  state o f f i c e r  s and Senator  s. In addit ion ,  
the c o m m i t t e e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  the s e l e c t i o n  o f  two a l t e r ­
nate ca n d id a te s  f o r  S en ator s ,  the m e n  who  w e r e  to 
be  appo in ted  to the United States Senate in the event  
that t h e r e  w e r e  v a c a n c i e s .  In d e fen d in g  his  plan 
b e f o r e  his  o p p o s i t i o n ,  W h itson  stated that ch a n g es  had 
o c c u r r e d  s in c e  the f r a m e r s  o f  the con s t i tu t ion  p r o ­
v id ed  that Senators  be e l e c t e d  by state l e g i s l a t u r e s ,
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and m a n y  s ta tes  had m u l t i - m i l l i o n a i r e s  who  bought  
the m e m b e r s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e s  " l ik e  s h e e p "  and had 
t h e m s e l v e s  e l e c t e d  by b r i b e r y . 11

The m o s t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  a c t i o n  o f  the c o m m i t t e e  
w a s  the p r o v i s i o n  f o r  the s e l e c t i o n  o f  a l te r n a te  S en ­
a t o r s ,  an a c t i o n  w h ic h  tou ch ed  o f f  a w av e  o f  ag i ta t ion  
a c r o s s  the e d i t o r i a l  p a g e s  o f  the state.  The m o s t  
c o m m o n l y  e x p r e s s e d  v ie w  at f i r  st w as  the i m p r o p r i e t y  
o f  e l e c t in g  a l te rn a te  Senators  to f i l l  the s h o e s  o f  the 
S en ator s  w h i le  they  w e r e  s t i l l  a l iv e .  An e d i t o r i a l  in 
the B i r m i n g h a m  N ew s  r e f l e c t e d  that "It  o f f e n d s  a n i c e  
s e n s e  o f  p r o p r i e t y  in o r d e r i n g  an e l e c t i o n  f o r  'dead  
m e n ' s  s h o e s , ' w h i le  the Senator s o f  A l a b a m a  a r e  a l iv e  
and a c t i v e  and standing f o r  r e e l e c t i o n . " 12 A n o th e r  
N e w s  a r t i c l e  rea d ,  "S en ator  M o r g a n  and Senator  P e t -  
tus have had a m o c k e r y  put upon the ir  old a g e .  . . 
they  a r e  twit ted w i t h  the n e a r  a p p r o a c h  o f  death,  held  
up to the w o r l d  as to t te r in g  on the v e r g e  o f  the g r a v e .  " 13 

The  H a r t s e l l e  E n q u ir e r  c h a s t i s e d  the c o m m i t t e e ' s 
d e c i s i o n , " .  . . f o r  G o d ' s  sake  d on ' t  s p e c u la te  in that 
c o l d - h e a r t e d  way  on  th e i r  p r o b a b le  death.  Ugh!  It 's  
gh o u l i sh ly  b l o o d - c h i l l i n g ,  heart  - p a r a l y z i n g  -  s o u l  - 
h o r r i f y i n g .  " 14

Other  c r i t i c i s m s  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  at the a t tem p t  o f  
the c o m m i t t e e  to  f i x t h e  s u c c e s s i o n  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  to 
c o m e .  Both Senator Pettus  and Senator M o r g a n  w e r e  
r e q u i r e d  by  the c o m m i t t e e  to stand fo r  r e e l e c t i o n ,  
a l though  P e t tu s '  t e r m  did not e x p i r e  unti l  M a r c h ,  
1909. T h is  w as  n e c e  s s a r y  be c a u se  o f  a p e c u l i a r i t y  in 
the A la b a m a  Const i tut ion .  The f r a m e r s  o f  the d o c u ­
m ent  in 1901 d e c id e d  upon q uadrenn ia l  s e s s i o n s  o f  the 
state l e g i s l a t u r e .  15 The next r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  w as  due to con v e n e  e a r l y  in 1907 and again  
four  y e a r s  l a te r ,  h en ce  it w a s  b e l i e v e d  that th ere  
would  be no fu r th er  s e s s i o n  unti l  a f te r  the beg inning  
o f  P e t tu s '  1909 t e r m .
8
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The M o n t g o m e r y  Journa l  po inted  out that the State 
E x e c u t iv e  C o m m i t t e e  had p r a c t i c a l l y  n a m e d  the next  
United States S en a tor s  f o r  the next  q u a r te r  o f  a c e n ­
tury ,  as  P e t t u s '  s u c c e s s o r  w ou ld ,  in a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  
s e r v e  until  1915, be r e e l e c t e d  and s e r v e  until  1921.16 

The H untsv i l l e  M o r n in g  M e r c u r y  quoted the u n ­
f a v o r a b le  e d i t o r i a l s  o f  o th er  state p a p e r s ,  inc luding  
th ose  in B i r m i n g h a m  and M o n t g o m e r y .  H o w e v e r ,  the 
Huntsvi l le  p a p e r  r e f l e c t e d  the po int  o f  v i e w  that the 
a c t i o n  o f  the state c o m m i t t e e  w as  c o m m e n d a b l e ,  in 
that it " r e l i e v e s  the g o v e r n o r  o f  the appo in t ive  p o w e r  
w h ic h  has h e r e t o f o r e  b een  e x e r c i s e d  by that o f f i c i a l . " 17 
The lead in g  c o n t e n d e r  f o r  g o v e r n o r  w a s  B r a x to n  B r a g g  
C o m e r ,  p la n ter ,  m e r c h a n t ,  ba n k er ,  and co t ton  text i le  
m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  w h o s e  stand on the d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
p r a c t i c e s  o f  the r a i l r o a d  i n t e r e s t s  w a s  w e l l - k n o w n .  
The C u l lm a n  T r ib u n e  had a l r e a d y  c l a i m e d  that the 
D e m o c r a t i c  State E x e c u t iv e  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t e d  
m a in ly  o f  r a i l r o a d  l a w y e r s  who  hoped  to c o n t r o l  A l a ­
bam a p o l i t i c s . 1 8

The  H untsv i l le  M o r n in g  M e r c u r y  a l s o  applauded 
the a l te r n a te  p lan  by c on ten d in g  e d i t o r i a l l y  that the 
e x e c u t iv e  c o m m i t t e e  had r e l i e v e d  t h o s e  who  w is h e d  to 
s u c c e e d  to the Senate f r o m  a p p o s in g  the two aged  
Senators .19 Any  m a n  who  sought  to r e p l a c e  one o f  
the v e n e r a t e d  p u b l i c  m e n  cou ld  do so  by announcing  
f o r  the p o s i t i o n  o f  a l te r n a te  Senator ,  and i f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  
thus b e c o m e  one o f  the " S e n a t o r s - i n - w a i t i n g . "  T h is  
op e n e d  the f i e ld  f o r  the n u m e r o u s  m e n  w ho  had s tood  
in the b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  e i th e r  u n s u c c e s s f u l  
in the ir  bid f o r  the Senate,  o r  h es i tat ing  to in c u r  the 
d i s f a v o r  o f  the A l a b a m a  v o t e r s  w ho  co n t in u o u s ly  
r e t u r n e d  to the state l e g i s l a t u r e  t h o s e  who su p p o r te d  
M o r g a n  and Pet tus .

M o r g a n  and Pettus  f o r m a l l y  n o t i f i e d  the D e m o ­
c r a t i c  State E x e c u t iv e  C o m m i t t e e  on  January  29, 1906, 
that they w ou ld  be ca n d id a te s  f o r  r e n o m in a t i o n .20   In
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the m e a n t im e ,  s e v e r a l  a s p i r a n t s  sought  the p o s i t i o n  
o f  a l te rn a te  Senator .  G e n e r a l  Joe W h e e l e r  w as  r u ­
m o r e d  to be a ca nd ida te ,  but he d ied  o f  pn e u m o n ia  in 
January ,  1906.21 O th e r s  who a nnounced  f o r  a l te rn ate  
in c lu d ed  two e x - g o v e r n o r s ,  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  C. Oates  
and G e n e r a l  J o s e p h  F.  Johnston ;  W i l l i a m  C. Fitts o f  
M o b i l e ,  a f o r m e r  a t t o r n e v  g e n e r a l  o f  the state ;  John 
B. K n ox  o f  A nn is ton ,  a t t o r n e y  and p r e s i d e n t  o f  the 
con st i tu t ion a l  co n v e n t io n  in 1901 ;R ichar  d H en r y  C la rk e  
o f  M o b i l e ,  and J e s s e  F r a n c i s  S ta l l ings  o f  B i r m i n g ­
ham.  22 The f i e ld  now  stood  at s i x  can d id a tes .

The c o n g r e s s m a n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the e ighth d i s t r i c t ,  
w h i c h  in c lu d ed  M a d is o n  County  at that t i m e ,  w as  Judge 
W i l l i a m  R i c h a r d s o n .  The H untsv i l le  n e w s p a p e r  paid  
h im  tr ibute  e d i t o r i a l l y ,  as he w a s  u n o p p o s e d  fo r  
r e e l e c t i o n  f o r  the H ouse  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and 
c a l l e d  on h im  to announce  f o r  a l te r n a te  Senator .  
" C o n g r e s s m a n  R i c h a r d s o n  has n e v e r  sought  to hide 
the a m b i t i o n  that he has c h e r i s h e d  f o r  s o m e  t im e  o f  
o c c u p y i n g  a seat  in the u p p e r  house  o f  C o n g r e s s .  
The  a l te rn ate  p lan  w i l l  p e r m i t  th is . " The e d i t o r i a l  
ended,  " W e  t r u s t  that C o n g r e s s m a n  R i c h a r d s o n  w i l l  
announce  his c a n d id a c y  f o r  the p o s i t i o n  at the e a r l i e s t  
p o s s i b l e  m o m e n t  and in the n a m e  o f  the D e m o c r a t s  o f  
L i m e s t o n e ,  his  nat ive  county ,  we  c a l l  upon  h im  to do 
so ,  a s s u r i n g  h im  o f  a hea rty ,  und iv ided  support . " 23 
R i c h a r d s o n  d e c l i n e d  a f e w  days  l a te r ,  in a few  t e r s e  
and f o r c i b l e  w o r d s . 24 He m a d e  H untsv i l l e  his h o m e ,  
and r e m a i n e d  in C o n g r e s s  unti l  his death  in 1914.

The se v e n th  and la st  cand idate  in the f i e ld  w as  
John H o l l i s  Bankhead ,  c o n g r e s s m a n  f r o m  the s ixth  
C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t .  Bankhead w a s  d e fea ted  in his 
bid f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  in an e a r l y  county  p r i m a r y  by 
R i c h a r d  P e a r s o n  H obson ,  o f  S p a n i s h - A m e r i c a n  W ar  
f a m e .  H o b s o n  w as  a f r e q u e n t  v i s i t o r  to  H untsv i l l e ,  
and he d e l i v e r e d  the a d d r e s s  f o r  the g raduat ing  c l a s s  
o f  the New M a r k e t  T r a in in g  S ch oo l  in May,  1906. 25
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Bankhead f o r m a l l y  a nnounced  his c a n d id a c y  f o r  
a l te r n a te  in a pu b l i sh ed  l e t t e r  to the " D e m o c r a t s  o f  
A l a b a m a , " in w h ich  he out l ined  his a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  
and his  s u g g e s t i o n s  fo r  cana l  and r i v e r  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  
go o d  r o a d s ,  and r a i l r o a d  regu la t ion .26 Of a l l  the 
c a m p a i g n s  f o r  the a l te r n a te  p o s i t i o n ,  B a n k h e a d ' s  w as  
the m o s t  e f f i c i e n t ly  run.  Whi le  W i l l i a m  C. F it ts  
s p ok e  f r o m  atop  a w o o d e n  b ox  in f r on t  o f  the E n t e r p r i s e  
D ru g  C o m p a n y ,  John K nox  w alk ed  the s t r e e t s  o f  Hunts - 
v i l l e  shaking  hands with f r i e n d s ,  and J o s e p h  Johnston  
ate b a r b e q u e  at Owens  C r o s s  R o a d s ,  the Bankhead 
C o m m i t t e e  ran a s m o o t h  p o l i t i c a l  m a c h in e .  27

B a c k  o f  the b a r r a g e  o f  p u b l i c i t y  that a p p e a r e d  in 
the l a r g e r  n e w s p a p e r  s s ta tewide  w e r e  th r e e  m e n ,  who 
c o m p o s e d  the "B ankhead  C o m m i t t e e . "  They  w e r e  the 
two  son s  and the s o n - i n - l a w  o f  Bankhead,  W i l l i a m  B. 
Bankhead,  John H. Bankhead,  Jr. , and Dr.  T h o m a s  
M c A d o r y  Owen.  T h e s e  m e n  u s e d  e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  
m e a n s  to r e a c h  al l  o f  the v o t e r s  o f  the state.  L e t t e r s  
w e r e  m a i l e d  to l i s t s  o f  v o t e r s ,  inc lud ing  j u s t i c e s  o f  
p e a c e ,  N o t a r i e s  P u b l i c ,  Beat  C o m m i t t e e m e n ,  C o n f e d ­
e r a t e  p e n s i o n e r  s, white  pu b l i c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  s, d r u g ­
g i s t s ,  E p i s c o p a l  M i n i s t e r s ,  and m e m b e r s  o f  the State 
H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S oc ie ty ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s .  28

The Bankhead b r o t h e r s  o f f e r e d  the ir  a d v i c e  to 
th e ir  fa ther  on the sub j e c t  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g  stating that 
no m o n e y  should be spent  f o r  s p a c e  in the M o n t g o m e r y  
A d v e r t i s e r , s in ce  m o s t  of  its r e a d e r s  w e r e  b e t t e r  
i n f o r m e d  and the p a p e r  w as  not w id e ly  r e a d  o r  c i r ­
cu la ted  a m o n g  the co u n tr y  p e o p le .  T h ey  fe l t  that b e ­
c a u s e  funds w e r e  l im i t e d ,  the m o n e y  should be spent 
m o r e  b e n e f i c i a l l y  in the co u n tr y  p a p e r s  su ch  as The 
W i r e - G r a s s  S i f t ings . Dothan; N orth  A l a b a m i a n , T u s -  
c u m b i a ;  the C h e r o k e e  H a r m o n i z e r , C e n t r e ;  and The 
M e r c u r y , Huntsv i l le .  29

The H untsv i l le  M or n in g  M e r c u r y  e n d o r s e d  J osep h  
F. Johnston  and R i c h a r d  H enry  C la r k e  in the c a m p a ig n ,
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stating e d i t o r i a l l y ,  "W hat  a t e a m  J ohnston  and C la rk e  
would  m a k e  in the senate ! Both  a r e  s t ro n g ,  c o u r a g e o u s  
and i m p r e s s i v e  s p e a k e r s .  One i s  f r o m  N or th  A la b a m a  
the o ther  f r o m  South A l a b a m a ,  ye t  e a c h  would  s e r v e  
the in t e r e s t s  o f  the e n t i r e  state with the s a m e  f id e l i t y  
he would  s e r v e  his  i m m e d i a t e  s e c t i o n . " 30

In the dead  shoe  r a c e  a g r e a t  dea l  o f  attent ion  w as  
paid  to the health  o f  the in c u m b e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Pettus ,  
the o ld e r .  In F e b r u a r y ,  1906,  he s u f f e r e d  a fa l l  on the 
s l i p p e r y  s id e w a lk s  o f  the ca p i t o l .  He a n g r i l y  r e t o r t e d  
to the n e w s m a n  who p e r s i s t e d  in r e p o r t in g  the fa l l ,  
" Y o u  m igh t  say  that I had s t o l e n  a sh e e p ,  but when you  
say  that a m a n  a hundred  y e a r s  old  has had an attack  
o f  v e r t i g o ,  that is  a d i f f e r e n t  thing ." 31 L a ter ,  when 
Pettus w as  a b se n t  f r o m  the Senate f o r  ten days  in 
A p r i l ,  he had to quiet  r u m o r s  that he w a s  dying and 
stated ,  "I  had a r e g u l a r  o ld  C ahawba hard  ch i l l . " 32 

A n oth er  f a v o r i t e  s t o r y  about  "O ld  C o n f u c i u s , " a s  
n e w s m e n  had n i c k n a m e d  P et tu s ,  c o n c e r n e d  a s t ran ge  
buzz ing  n o i s e  h ea rd  in the Senate  C h a m b e r  in W a s h ­
ington.  A f t e r  the e n g i n e e r s ,  e l e c t r i c i a n s ,  and p l u m b e r s  
s e a r c h e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  a l l  day,  a page  d i s c o v e r e d  
the n o i s e  w a s  c o m i n g  f r o m  the d e s k  o f  Pettus .  It 
s e e m s  that he had just  a c q u i r e d  a n ew  h ea r in g  d e v i c e ,  
w h ic h  w as  c o n n e c t e d  to a s t o r a g e  b a t te r y ,  and in p u t ­
ting up the ap p a ra tu s  f o r  the day,  the Senator  had p la c e d  
the e a r  p i e c e  and the b a t te r y  in con ta ct ,  with the 
r e s u l t in g  n o i s e .  33

Pettus '  w i fe  o f  s i x t y - t w o  y e a r s  d ied  in July,  1906. 
T h is  fa c t  w a s  u s e d  as a d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r  in judging  
his i n c r e a s e d  w e a k n e s s  by s o m e  o f  B a n k h e a d ' s  f r i e n d s ,  
who  u r g e d  h im  to  c o n s i d e r  o p p o s i n g  Pettus  d i r e c t l y ,  
a m o v e  that Bankhead n e v e r  took .  One f r i e n d  w r o t e  
that the death o f  the w i fe  w as  "a  v e r y  pungent  thorn  
in the old  S e n a t o r ' s  s ide  and I d a r e  a f f i r m  that the 
n u m b e r  o f  his days  a r e  quite l im i t e d . " 34
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The p r i m a r y  w as  held on August  27, 1906, a f te r  
a s u m m e r  o f  heated  c a m p a ig n in g .  When  the v o t e s  
w e r e  ta l l i e d ,  Bankhead and Johnston  w e r e  d e c l a r e d  
f i r s t  and s e c o n d  a l t e r n a te s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The  A n n i s ­
ton  E ven in g  Star c o m m e n t e d ,  when the o f f i c i a l  r e s u l t s  
w e r e  r e p o r t e d ,  " T h e  thing f o r  A la b a m ia n s  to do now  
is  to f o r g e t  p o l i t i c s  and get down to the w o r k  f o r  the 
con t in u ed  upbui ld ing  o f  the bes t  state in the co u n tr y .  "35  

Senator  John T. M o r g a n  d ied  in his e i g h t y - t h i r d  
y e a r  on June 11, 1907, whi le  s e r v in g  his s ixth  t e r m  in the 
Senate. A la b a m ia n s  m o u r n e d  the m a n  who had r e p -
r e s e n t e d  t h e m  fo r  m o r e  than th irty  y e a r s . 36  H o w e v e r ,  
e v e n  b e f o r e  his  body  w as  laid  to r e s t  in S e lm a ,  the 
p o l i t i c a l  pot  began  to s i m m e r .

Bankhead ,  as  f i r s t  a l te rn ate ,  had b een  w ag in g  a 
cont inu ing  c a m p a ig n  to k e e p  his n a m e  b e f o r e  the p u b l i c .  
The  State D e m o c r a t i c  C onvent ion ,  w h ic h  m e t  in B i r ­
m i n g h a m  in S e p t e m b e r ,  1906, had d e c r e e d  that the 
p r i m a r y  f o r  a l te rn a te  United States Senator  w as  
binding  on the G o v e r n o r  on ly  i f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  
not  in s e s s i o n ,  and would  be e f f e c t i v e  on ly  unti l  the 
next  m e e t i n g  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e . 37 In r e s p o n s e ,  B a n k ­
head w r o t e  a lengthy p e r  sona l  l e t t e r  to e a c h  m e m b e r  
o f  the A l a b a m a  L e g i s la t u r e ,  stating that he fe l t  he had 
the r ight  to the f i r s t  v a c a n c y .  38

A f t e r  M o r g a n ' s  death,  l ead in g  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s  
a c r o s s  the state began  to sp e cu la te  as to the c o u r s e  
o f  G o v e r n o r  C o m e r .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  w as  t e m p o r a r i l y  
r e c e s s e d  and would  not co n v e n e  until July.  39 P a r t y  
m e n  in D e c a tu r  thought that the n o m in a t io n  o f  Bankhead 
and Johnston  as  a l te r n a te  Senator s in the 1906 p r i m a r y  
plan w as  not binding on the l e g i s l a t u r e .  H u n ts v i l l e ' s  
l ea d in g  p o l i t i c i a n s  b e l i e v e d  t h e r e  would  be a c o n t e s t  
b e f o r e  the next  s e s s i o n  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  and that the 
intent o f  the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  w as  f o r  a g u b e r n a t o r ia l  
appo intm ent .  40
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G o v e r n o r  C o m e r  appo in ted  Bankhead as the s u c ­
c e s s o r ,  but he a t tached  a lengthy  s ta tem en t  to the 
a p po in tm ent  in w h i c h  he c o n d e m n e d  the a c t i o n s  o f  the 
1906 D e m o c r a t i c  State E x e c u t iv e  C o m m i t t e e ,  and 
stated that he did not f e e l  that the l e g i s l a t u r e  w as  
o b l iga ted .  He r e c o m m e n d e d  a new  p r i m a r y .  41

With the s p e c t e r  o f  a b i t ter  f ight  l o o m i n g  in the 
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  o th e r  S e n a to r ia l  h o p e fu l s  b egan  to e x p r e s s  
t h e m s e l v e s .  W i l l i a m  R i c h a r d s o n  o f  Huntsv i l le  w a s  
r u m o r e d  to be a ca n d ida te ,  but when he w as  i n t e r ­
v ie w e d ,  he stated  that he w ou ld  not be a co n te n d e r  
b e f o r e  the l e g i s l a t u r e . 42 J e s s e  F  Stall ings  and 
John B. Knox ,  u n s u c c e s s f u l  c a n d id a te s ,  a n n o u n ce d , 
as  did John W. T o m l i n s o n ,  a B i r m i n g h a m  la w y e r .43 
M ea nw hi le  Bankhead stated ,  " I  have  a lw a y s  had to 
f ight  f o r  a l l  I got and I a m  r e a d y  to  f ight  f o r  the Sen- 
a t o r s h ip  b e f o r e  the l e g i s l a t u r e  in July.  I b e l i e v e ,  
a c c o r d i n g  to the s e n t im e n t  o f  the p e o p le ,  that I a m  
entit led . "4 4

The f r i e n d s  o f  Bankhead  s e e m e d  o p t i m i s t i c ,  a c ­
c o r d in g  to r e p o r t s ,  but l o s t  no  t i m e  in "putting e v e r y  
w h e e l  to w o r k "  to  i n s u r e  his e l e c t i o n  b e f o r e  the l e g ­
i s la t u r e .  The Bankhead  m a c h i n e  m u s t  have w o r k e d  
e f f i c i e n t ly .  In a p a r t y  c a u c u s  on July 10, 1907, he w as  
n o m in a ted  to s u c c e e d  to the v a c a n c y  c r e a t e d  by the 
death o f  Senator  M o r g a n .  Only one  m a n  r e f u s e d  to 
vote  f o r  h im  in the c a u c u s ,  J. L e e  L ong ,  o f  But ler  
County .45 The  o f f i c i a l  n o m in a t io n  c a m e  in a jo int  
s e s s i o n  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  on  July 17, 1907, w hen  he 
w a s  "d u ly  and c o n s t i tu t i o n a l ly  e l e c t e d  f o r  the u n e x ­
p i r e d  t e r m  ending  in M a r c h ,  1 9 1 3 . " 46

T en  d a ys  l a te r ,  the state w a s  s h o c k e d  to l e a r n  o f  
the death  o f  A l a b a m a ' s  o ther  Senator ,  Edm und W. 
P et tus .  Without  f a n fa r e ,  J o s e p h  F.  Johnston  w as  
e l e c t e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  to  both  the p r e s e n t  t e r m  
w h i c h  e x p i r e d  in 1909, and the t e r m  w h ich  b eg an  that 
y e a r .  47 Senator  Johnston  s e r v e d  until his death on
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A u gu st  8, 1913. His c o l l e a g u e ,  Senator  Bankhead ,  
d e l i v e r e d  the f i r s t  m e m o r i a l  a d d r e s s  in J o h n s to n ' s  
h o n o r . 48

Bankhead  cont inued  to f ight  f o r  go o d  r o a d s  and 
one  o f  the f i r s t  t r a n s c o n t in e n ta l  h ig h w a y s ,  f r o m  
W ash in gton ,  D. C.  to San D ieg o ,  w a s  n a m e d  f o r  h im ,  
" T h e  Bankhead  Highway.  " He w as  the la s t  C o n f e d e r a t e  
v e t e r a n  in the Senate,  and on the o c c a s i o n  o f  the 
t w e n t y - s e v e n t h  annual reu n io n  o f  the United C o n f e d ­
e r a t e  V e t e r a n s  in 1918, C o l o n e l  Bankhead donned  his 
g r a y  u n i f o r m  and a d d r e s s e d  his c o l l e a g u e s ,  " T o d a y  
the sh a t te r e d  rem n a n ts  o f  the a r m i e s  o f  L e e  and J a c k ­
son,  J ohnston  and B r a g g  w i l l  m a r c h .  . . think o f  the 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the s p e c t a c l e ,  f i fty y e a r s  a g o  they  
w e r e  h a m m e r i n g  at the ga tes  o f  W ash ington . "  He 
w a s  then j o in e d  by Senator Knute N e l s o n  o f  M in n e s o t a  
in his b lue u n i f o r m ,  and ended his  s p e e c h ,  stating 
they  w e r e  " M a r c h i n g  with b r o k e n  body  and fa l t e r i n g  
step  on a m i s s i o n  o f  p e a c e  and l o v e ,  not o f  h a tred  
and b l o o d s h e d .  " 49 Bankhead d ied  M a r c h  1, 1920.

B a n k h e a d ' s  two sons a l s o  s e r v e d  in C o n g r e s s .  
W i l l i a m  B r o c k m a n  Bankhead began  his c a r e e r  p r a c ­
t i c in g  la w  in Huntsv i l le  in the o f f i c e  o f  Judge W i l l i a m  
R i c h a r d s o n .  He s e r v e d  as City A t t o r n e y  o f  H untsv i l l e  
f r o m  1900 to  1901, then m o v e d  to J a s p e r  to  en ter  law  
p r a c t i c e  with  his b r o t h e r  in 1905. While he l i v e d  
in H u n tsv i l l e ,  a daughter ,  Ta l la luh  B r a c k m a n  B a n k ­
head,  w a s  b o r n  January  31, 1903. Ta l la luh  a c h i e v e d  
g r e a t  f a m e  as  an a c t r e s s .  51

T hus  a ch a p te r  w as  c l o s e d  in A la b a m a  p o l i t i c s ,  
a ch a p ter  c h a r g e d  with e m o t io n ,  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  exu la t ion  
and v i c t o r y .  It w as  an e x p e r i m e n t  r e a c h i n g  f o r  a m o r e  
d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t .  F o r  the f i r s t  and only  t im e  
in A la b a m a  h i s t o r y ,  a l te rn ate  Senators  -were s e l e c t e d ,  
so  that the p e o p le  would  st i l l  have a v o i c e  in the c h o i c e  
o f  the s u c c e s s o r s  o f  the two aged  m e n  f r o m  Dal las  
County,  w h o s e  l i f e  spans w e r e  o b v i o u s ly  l im ite d .
16
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