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stri de into space 

R ep ri n t ed F rom The New York T imes 
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A J.R EADY NOW it is clear that OCto­

ber 4, 1957 will go down imperish­
ably in the annals o f humanity as the date 
o n which o ne of mail's fi llest a<:hievements 
was accompl ished, That which WOlS so 
recent ly a subject only for theoret ical specu­
lation or sciellce fi ctioll h;ls now become 
re;IIi!},: a man ,made sp ace s.:ue!!ite now re­
voh'cs, for a time, around ou r globe. \x/ ilh 
t hat feat h um anity has mken a gi:m t stride 
toward space. The dream of the greatest 
minds among mllny past generat io ns is now 
well on the way toward becoming reality. 
The sphcre which now revolves in t he 
heavens ;.bo\,c us is t he guarlllllce that man 
ca n soon brc:ok completely the fetlers of 
gravity which have hitherto bound life to 
this tiny planet. The long road to the 
stars is now open . 

It was the Soviet scientists lind lechni­
dans who bui lt :Lnd laun<:h(.-d this concrete 
sym bol of mall's com ing lihcrlltion from 
the forces which have hitherto bou nd him 
to earth . To them m ust go the congratula_ 
tions of all humanity. This is a feat of 
which lIll mankind Call be proud . The 
$oviet cit i..-;ens w ho accomplish(,-d it set the 
peak on a huge tower w hich h,Ld been 
raised by men of many nlllions in t he dec­
ades and cenruries earlier. Newl'On and 
Ke p ler, Galileo and Copernicus. Tsiolkov_ 
sky, Goddard and Obcrth, al! these and 
many others m;ode their contributions to 
buildillg the edifice of knowledge which 
made possible th is superlati ve Olchievelllent_ 

Every great ;ochievcment o f modern weh­
nology o pens up two rollds before human­
ity. One is the road of hope and pro m ise, 
a road made possible if men of a ll n atiOIlS 
lind all beliefs will work IOgether for the 
good of humanit}'. The o t her is the rOlld 
of despair and disaster, the rOlld which is 

space journal 

followed if t he great ach ie"ements of un i­
versa l science arc used for the purposes of 
aggression , death and destruction, 

So it is w ith the space siltelli{e. The 
rocket mOlOrs wh ich sen t it inlO the upper 
atmosphere can be harnessed for a great 
cooperative h uman assault on the barriers 
of diswnce which still separa te us from 
c,'en o ur nearest neighbors in space. Or 
they can be incorporatc<1 inw in tercon­
tinental ballistic missiles deliveri ng hydro­
gen bombs upon defcnscles.s milliOIlS. It 
is fo r a ll ma nki nd ('0 <Iecide which of these 
tWO roads shall be mken. And the fantas­
tically rapid lCmpo of modern scienti fiC 
a nd technical advance perm its no dawdli ng 
over reaching the decision. 
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