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RIE O\ CTlOI 

VO X pDpuli 

(EDITOR'S NOTS: The ~m edition of SPACE 
Jnurnal broughc che following reactions from 
r..,.ders. ) "" 

, , , You may not remember . hi5 little SlOry. 
Professor Obcr.h, because it is so typical of 
you that it might ha\'e happened many 
times, hut it is as fresh in my memory as 
if it had occurred yesterday, 

It was early in 19·'13 at PeenemeunJe, the 
German rocket development center on the 
banks of the Baltic Sea. \'(Ie test·f.red one 
of the first V2 rockets, and bec'.IIlSC the art 
of rocketry wns st ill in its infancy in those 
J t,ys. there was no "pad safety" to hold us 
hack from the launch ing site, When a 
missi le was fired, we stood under some pine 
trees not more than 300 feet away from ,he 
firing plaliorm. and we were happy to feel 
the dust and ,s,"l nd. and e\'en the fringe of 

.--.-,.~=---=­._--.-.. _-_.--------

. ----

the hot biaSI, right in Oll r faces. T he V2 
missile wen! off fine dun Jay, anJ our eyes 
followed it until it had d isappeared in the 

deep· b lue Baltic sky. 

When I turne(1 my eyes earthward agai n, 
saw your filce close 10 me. I h:.J never 

seen you before, but immediately recognized 

you from pholOgraphs. YOII gazed at a 
disrnnt point somewhere in the sky, but 
not at all in the direct ion in which the 
hig rockel had jusl disappeared, I felt very 
happy to stand so close to such an extraordi. 
nary man and perhaps 10 listen 10 what he 
miglll say, n ut you did not care to ta lk. 
After a long silence, I finally said, " It must 

I 
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certai nly be a most gratifying experience 
for you, Professor Oberth, to see how beauti­
full y you r early dreams and concepts of 
large rockets hll ,"e now come to life." But 
}'ou ne ither answered nor changed your 
expression. I was convinced tbat I had said 
some thing "ery stupid, if not offensive. 

Afte r a long ti me, you slowly turned your 
head , and you ke pt turning unt il you looked 
fa r ouc in the opposite dircction . After 
another long pause, you talked, selecti ng 
rour words as carefully :L nd slowly as only 
a deep .probing thinker does: " 1 have the 
greatest admiration fo r the engineers und 
Il'chnicians who buil t this rocket. But be· 
yond that, it does nm lILean IILILch. \'\Ie havc 
known before that a rocket w ill work 
within and beyond che atmosphere. This 
rocket is only the first litt le step toward a 
much greater project: the exploration of 
outer space. Out there, there arc st ill so 
lIluny thi ngs which we do not know and 
which a re perhaps far beyond our im"gina­
t ion . The re exploration is w hat really 
counts. \'{Ie must not fo rget this goal in the 
enthusiasm chat a mere technical success 
may g ive U5." 

After th is. you contin ued to look sile ndy 
into the depth of space which was far 
away from your eres but so very close to 

your heart. 

H urll$vi lle, Ala. Ernst Stuhl inger 

Dear Editor, 
Vol. I, N o.1 , was handed to me fo r com­

ment ..... I have just fi nisll(xl read ing it 
from co,'cr to cover, somet hing I very rarely 
fllld time to do with any journa l. P lease 
enter my subscription, effective with the 
fir S! issue if possi ble. I fear you have (!Stab· 
lished slU;:h a hig h level o f :lChievemcnr 
with t his first issue tha t yo u will not be able 
to sustain ie, but the I>cst of I,,(:k 10 ),OLL in 
t his ende:l,·o r. 

In(:id entaUy, regarding Dr. von Braun's 
contribution ( React ion, p. 39) in which he 
all r ib\L te5 rhe " Becau$C it is t here" remark 
to Sir Edmund H illary; I ha,"e not checked 
any refe rences on t his but wasn't th is rc-
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mark actually made by eicher Ma llory or 
In·inc quite a few years befo rc !-lillary's 
t imc? 

Yours sincerely. 
Capt. Edwi n R . Archib."lld USAF 

Holloma n AF8, N ew Mexico 

Dear Edito r, 
I hne JUSt read )'our magalci ne SPACE 

Journal, and I like it very much. Howe,'cr , 
I wish to !,oint OUi an error in the Reac­
t ion Depa rtment. In his first paragraph, Dr. 
VOIl 8raun refers 10 the answer " l3ecLuse 
it is there" to the question o f why anyone 
shou ld want 10 climb Mt. Eve rest. I-Iowe"er, 
this a nswer was not given by Sir Edm und 
l'l illar)', but by George leigh-Mallory, who 
dis."lppeared on Mr. E"erest in 1924. On this , 
his third attempt 10 conquer Mt. J~ ,"eres[, 

he and h is companion, Andrew Irvine, were 
hLst seen by N . E. Odell, hig h up the moun­
tain. I'm sure that Sir Edm und was moti. 
vated by the d r ive to which Dr. von I3raun 
refers, but hc d id not make the remark 
:lllributed 10 him. 

Yours truly. 
Eugene Edelstein 

New York, N . Y. 

R~gd~rI A rfbibnld ami f!.d~ls/~ill <Ire cor­
reel ill snj'itlg Ib,,1 Ibe sl<lletllellt I/'ns firs l 
lII<1de by George Leigh-Alallar,. Dr. 11011 

Brallli is <llso corren ;1/ <lUribll/;llg tbe reo 
1II<1t1t to Sir Edmlmd. Itl tb t! fi/111 fiocllllle"t· 
;lIg tbe eXf!Cllit;o" , Sir EdllI/lml /lJed tbe 
pbrnse, g;Ii;lIg Le;gb-Mallory crefiil, alld 
said tbat be /lias 1IIolil'''/{u/ b)' tbe sallie 
reasoll. Elli/or. 

Dear Edi tor, 
I w ant a one·year subscription to SPACE 

Journa l. Start me with the winter issue .. 
Eadl issue of SPA CE Journal COSIS SO 

cents :LIld it is published quarterly. \Xlhy 
docs it COSt $2. 2S for a one-yea r subscrip­
tio n? \Xl hy the extra 25 cents? 

III Ibe rllSb 
good mall)' 
nmOllg tbem 

Yours trlLly. 
Leo Bigos 

/0 gel Ihe first issue 0111, a 
1!J;'lgs bettll/lt! eOllfused­

tbt! priet! on tbe fO~'t!r of tbe 
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scrolld prillll"g oJ the first ediliOIl. 'rhe 
(OrTecl price per co/') is 50 cellI!; )early 
Jlfbscriptioll prire;s 2.00. GrQwj,lg paillJ 
of " Jledglillg publirlllioll were also tbe 
callst! 0/ tbis de/a)e,1 steo"d cJilioll . The 
ubeJule ;s /l OIlJ Slabiliud. &iitor. 

Dcar I:ditor, 
I :un enrolled in a Icacher training pro· 

gram at the local un;.crs ity and ~Lm now 
study ing the dcvclopnU'nI of a UlI;t in the 
upper clemen wr y level. W'ilh the cmpl13sis 
placed on man and science in the world 
IOday, we ha,·c choSl' n the Study 01 Ainu 
as the theme of our initial unit dcvcJop' 
mCIH; its relation to his en vironment; its 
effects [II difTerem altitudes ;",<1 depths; and 
the com pcnsnlions Ihal a rc n«C55:.r)' to 
enable him 10 :';0 beyond the stratosphere 
(:111<1 into space. if (:n:r). 

Do you hl"'C any pamphlets or in for­
m:uion tlml we could have in relation to our 
IOpic? A bibliography and a lin of sources 
of inform:uion would also help grcatly. 

Ewa, Oahu. l!:awaii i\laSo"lko Kiyabu 
A Iisl is 0'1 Ibe ",ay. &iilor. 

Dcar Editor, 
You·,·(' starled a publ icat ion which is 

mosl welcome. an([ J can'l concei"e of " 
beller group 10 hand le it. The SPACE Jou r. 
nal cenainly n~doo 10 coulHcract some of 
Ihe poorly wcineo "space a rticles" now ap­
pea ring in al mOSI e"ery newspaper and 
mag:11,ine o n Ihe newsstands. 

BUI my first reaction, when [ saw your 
firSI issue al Ihe local magazine shop, was 
disgust. II's nOt bad enough that we're 
behind the Russiuns on Ihis thing. I thought 
- now here's another sensation-happy p ub. 
lisher It yillg to make a fasl buck on it. .. , 

So I bot hered to pick up your fust issue 
ami g lance down the list of contributors 
on Ihe co,'er. \V'ell , il looked rather good 
-50 then. finally. I searchoo inside for the 
small print telling who did publish this 
magazine. /\nd I bought it. 

Consequently, my first suggestion would 
be thai )'ou incorporate 50me of that small 
print somewhere on Ihe front co\'er, giving 
due cred it 10 the Rocket City Astronomical 
Association of H untsville. Alabama, 

Secondly, I wou ld suggest thnt you skip 
Ihe pocU)' .••. But the mOSt serious re­
'1ueSt I ha,'c 10 make is that ),ou omit any 
science fiction. at least until the magazine 
reaches a sufficient size to spare a few pages 
on a sho rt slOry, InStead. I would much 
rather ha\'~ some good biographical studies 
of such men as Newton. Copernicus, and 
I:ermi, as well as GOOd:lrd and lowell---Qr 
eyen H. G, \'(' e lls or Daedalus, . , . 

Chic:'so, ll1 inois Joe Gibson 
Tballks for tbe ideas, Joe. A"d (IS a slart. 
ree tbe currem issl/e for a., <I,lide 011 Prof. 
Go(l(ltml. Editor, 

OeM Ed ilor, 
I htuc read 5C\'cral arlicles in your first 

issue of SPACE Jou rn:ll, aod find myself 
particularly intrigued widl D r, Yon Braun's 
"Where Arc We Going?" nnd Mr. W hip_ 
p l ~'s " \'(/ hy Conquer Space." I find that the 
inspiration expressed by these could use 
some backing in SPACE Journal in OIher 
forms than Icehoi",11 articles .... . 

I call 10 mind particularly Ihe appeal 10 
youth, And I can So"ly from my own ex. 
perience that m)' present interest in astron_ 
omy has its founda tions not only in the 
popular books 50 readily a\'a ilable on thc 
subject , but 11 150 in li n aCli\'c participation 
in some astronomical experiment, I am sure 
Ihat lmd I nOI observed an eclipse of the 
moon in 19.f3 o r 1944, or lookl..x) at the 
sky w ilh bi nocu lars lind 1:lIcr II telescope 
(homem:,deJ. I would not have shown much 
ell1husiasm fo r Ihe HatS, For m~ny peop le 
Ihe reading of books a nd art icles is ad· 
c(pHl!e. bllt I fecI Ihol expericncing t he fecI 
of looking through a Iclescope on a cold 
night o r developing t he f,cst negrll i \'e of an 
attempted moon pholOgmph odds an 
essentia l ingredient 10 the flourishi ng of an 
interest, 

Somehow. I fee l t hat such an ingredient 
should be pllt into SPACE Journal. As an 
eX:lfllple YOll migl\l supply information on 
the frl..'quencies and noture o f the signals 
10 be used by the \,:l riO U5 satellites' lrans­
mitters 50 Ih:1I amaleurs with Iimiled equip­
melll can cnjo), some of this "active p."lr­
tic ipation," That the R ussian Sputni k had 
o ne signa l 50 com'enientl)' 10000led in the 
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spectrum as to be available to inexpensive 
short w,lve receivers was well suited {O 

this . The satellite (.·ould be easily heard and, 
for example, its pulse rate established 
(counti ng pulses) and its signal strength 
could be graphed. And thnugh no useful 
d ata may be recorded in sllch a fashion, 
what is there lost, if this helps boost some­
one's interest in the conquest of space? 

I do not particu larly have in mind that 
another Moonwatch be established. J USt 
something that can put the amateur in 
direct connlct w ith the activities, nOt 
through reading alone, but by "accive par­
tic ipation .. · ' ,>,hat would be lost? 

Ikrkeley, Calif. ',>,ill iam E. K unkel 

Absolutely 'lotbing would be (mt, alld it 
is O/le of tbc aims of tbe SPACE jOf/rnal 
to stimulatc ;11$1 S/lcb illtercst amollg <I//l­

atcurs. Ir1e pla'i to do i/lSt that ill fortb­
comitlg isSllCI. Editor. 

Dear Editor, 
It is with considerab le enthusiasm that I 

discovcr<.>d )'our journal, not in the sedate 
and musty atmosphere of the public Jibr:try 
of Los Angeles, but deep in the skidrow 
section of Main Street. There in a book­
stall famous for its girl)' magazines, foreign 
car publications, art smdies, and pin-ups, 
my ere fe11 on your exciting effort to in­
terpret SP,KC [(. ... ·hnology for the world. 

Particul"rl), of interest arc the philo­
sophical remarks or intellectual justification 
for your acrivity. This I believe is impor­
tan t for Americ;l11s, as we do not often u n­
dersmnd anything wh kh is devoid of eco­
nomic motive. Thus far there has been no 
mcntion of oil wells, uranium deposits, or 
d iamond mines on Mars.. Just the pure 
possibility of discovery. I approve of this. 
The technical side of th is is of i[]{erest to 

me as I h,l\'c a sm;111 part in the technics of 
space travel: 1 work for a company Ih,1.[ 
manufaClllres vihrorrons, the vibral"ing wire 
type of transducer wh ich me:tsures pressures 
with t;reat ,1(CUr;lCy ... 

t et me compliment yOllr staff on its 
rarc human appro;,ch to one of the greatest 
teChnological efforts of all time. Dr. von 
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Braun, for a European, has considerable 
insight into the th inkint; of Texas. Evident_ 
ly they, roo, have been condiIione<l by 
"space" limitations, 

Tusti n, Calif. 

Y ours sincerely, 
V. E. Jenkins 

Los Allge/es, it appears, possesJeI OIIC of tbc 
more (/iscrimifltllillg skidrows ill 'he Call/I­
try. SPACE 10m·//al, it also "PPCIITI, elljoj's 
evel1 a widcr audie/lcc tball we bad at first 
supposcd. Il7bilc tbc fint issllc contained 110 
"mel/tiOll of oil wells, "'·allium tICIJ05il$, or 
ditmlO"d mines on ,\I"rs," succeedi"g issues 
will illclude <lrticles 011 all pbases of tbe 
1I1IlII)' facel$ of sl,ace e.v/JloratiOIl. . illellitl· 
ing thc col/Jmerci,,1 possibilities of estabJisb­
iug illtlllstr)' 011 Mars, if such be feasible. 
SPACE 10url/al is collcef/zed with alll'rob_ 
lems alit! I,o ssibilities illvoll'cd ill space 
travel, alltl i" tbe futurc it willlJrillt (1Tlieles 
accordillgly. Editor. 

TH E ROCKET CIT Y AS· 
TRONOi\I ICA L ASSOCIATION 
re-elected four officers and three 
board mcmbers to their posts for 
1958. Re·elected were: Dr. 
' ,>,eruher von Braun, who on 
January 29 received the Space 
Flight Plaque of the American 
Astronomica l Society, president ; 
Mr. Conrad Swanson, vice presi­
dent; Mr. Geort;c Farrell, secre­
tary; all<I M r. Quincy Love, treas· 
u rer. 

Also re-elected as board mem­
bers of the association were Mr. 
',>,ilhelm Angele, M r. B. Spencer 
Isbell, and i\l r. Gerhard Heller. 
Associate board members elected 
wete i\I iss Susanne H iltcn and 

" I f. Hartmut Schillint; to fill the 
positions vacaled by M.r. Gerd 
Schilling and M.r, Gerald Swan­
SOil. 

'~------------------------------------------------------.. 4
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