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Significance and Research Questions

The historical narrative of the Space Age predominantly
highlights the experiences and expertise of the male scientists.
Strikingly absent from this narrative are the contributions and
challenges faced by their wives. What is the untold story of the
German Rocket Wives? How did they manage uncertainty,
navigate language barriers, and address the limitations
Imposed on their gender?
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These women worked to establish a
new German-American identity
through food and culture. This effort

1. Culinary Bridges
Despite language barriers and
cultural differences, many of

the German Rocket Wives
used food to connect with their
new community in Huntsville.
Sharing recipes and meals
helped them create social | 3
bridges during a t|me Of German Rocket Wives dress in traditional

_ - dirndls to perform at social even hosted by was evident in their roles as mothers
S|gn|f|Cant Change_ St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. :
o and in the meals they prepared for
2. Cultural Continuity their families. It was also reflected in
These women cultivated a their active participation in St. Mark's
vibrant German culture when Lutheran Church, where faith,

they arrived in Huntsville, German traditions, and Southern
often through celebrations, church culture intersected.

activities, and cooking. Their
German heritage was
embedded in the dishes they
prepared for their families and
friends, creating a sense of
cultural continuity in their new
homes.
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article sharing German recipes, 1957. o
Martha Stein’s
ACkhOWledgements: German cookbook.

Special thanks to Gisela Rieger, Klaus Heimburg, Christel McCanless, and Heidi Collier (children of the rocket scientists) for their efforts in contributing through
oral interviews, images, and direction. Appreciation to St. Mark’s Lutheran church in Huntsville for their resources and aid. Thanks to Charlie Gibbons and
Stephen Waring for their advice and assistance. And most importantly, gratitude for Trent Faris, for encouraging me and supporting me logistically through this
process. All RCEU projects were sponsored in part by the Alabama Space Grant Consortium, the UAH Office of the President, Office of the Provost, Office of
the Vice President for Research and Economic Development, the College of Science, the College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences, and the College of
Education.



