
All RCEU projects were sponsored in part by the Alabama Space Grant Consortium, the UAH Office of the President, Office of the Provost, Office of the Vice 

President for Research and Economic Development, the College of Science, the College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences, and the College of Education. I 

would like to thank Charlie Gibbons, Reagan Grimsley, and Drew Adan from UAH Archives and Special Collections for their help and feedback, as well as the 

Birmingham Public Library Archives and the Invisible Histories Project. I’d also like to thank the Rev. Malcolm Marler, the AIDS chaplain at the 1917 AIDS Clinic at 

UAB for providing items from his personal collection to the exhibit and for giving me his time and conducting an oral history interview for the project. 

Acknowledgements

Faith-based organizations in Alabama 

focused on caregiving responses to the AIDS 

epidemic, rather than activist responses. 

They chose to care for individual people and 

support them through their illness.

During the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s, the response from religious 

communities varied significantly. While some churches turned their backs 

on those affected by the disease, many more in Alabama embraced and 

supported AIDS patients with compassion and care. 
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Many churches implemented care programs 

even before anyone in their community was 

affected by AIDS. They viewed caring for the 

sick–no matter how they contracted the 

disease–as a key part of their Christian faith.

"When people 
are sick and 

suffering, my 
faith calls me to 

respond."
Rev. Malcolm 

Marler

Scan me to 

see the full 

exhibit!

AIDS Caregiving Responses Fell Into Four Key Categories:

Spiritual Support 
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The Agape House before its renovation in 1995 to 

house people with AIDS
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A Baby’s Place was a foster home for children with 

AIDS in the 1990s
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An education session about AIDS held in 1995
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An education session hosted by the AIDS Education and Ministry Project at UAB in 1995
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A press release about the Diocese of Birmingham donating the Agape 

House to the AIDS Task Force of Alabama in 1998

The Selma Times Journal

Faith-based organization The Community Kitchens partnered with 

Birmingham AIDS Outreach in 1996
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A church-sponsored AIDS education session held in 1988
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