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Figure 1.1.  Bark of Fraxinus americana (left) and F. pennsylvanica (right).   

 

 

Figure 1.2. Branch and Leaflets from Fraxinus americana. 
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Figure 1.3. The Branch and Leaflets from Fraxinus pennslyvanica. 

 

Figure 1.4.  Samaras from Fraxinus pennslyvanica. 
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Figure 1.5.  Samaras from Fraxinus americana. 

 

1.2 Medicinal Usage 

 Native Americans appreciated its usefulness for tools and implements; it is used 

extensively today for tool handles.  White ash was used by Native Americans for a 

variety of medicinal purposes such as arthritis, gout, bladder complaints, a laxative, a 

diuretic, fever, and for worm infections.
[3]

  The leaves of the ash trees are used for lower 

leg ulcers and wounds.  The bark is used as a tonic occasionally taken to reduce fever.        

Fraxinus ornus and  F. excelsior are small trees ranging from 15 to 16 feet which 

are indigenous to southern Europe, which extends to the southern borders of the Alps and 

as far as European Turkey also called Manna Ash. The Manna is a black sugary sap that 

is used for pharmaceutical purposes.  They are cultivated in Italy for their extremely high 

concentration of sap.  Manna is the sap generated from the slit bark of the trunk and 
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