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From the Executive Director
A n n e t t e  P h i l p o ’t

As long-tim e H H F m em bers well know, since 1974 the Foundation  has worked 

to preserve architecturally  and  historically  significant sites and  stru c tu res  in 

H untsville  and M adison County. W hat’s probably no t w ell-know n is th a t the 

Foundation  began its w ork four years prior to  the landm ark  Penn C en tra l decision, 

w hich upheld preservation law on the local level, and sixteen years before the State 

o f A labam a enacted statew ide enabling legislation tha t allows m unicipalities to 

establish laws to pro tect the ir historic resources. We can pat ourselves on the back 

for being ahead of the curve early on regarding h istoric preservation. O ver tim e, 

the F oundation’s focus has expanded from  the restoration  o f p rom inen t landm arks 

and  d is tric ts to  projects diverse in scope and  partnersh ip , paralleling the national 

preservation  m ovem ent.

Preservation of an early p lan tation  house such as C o tton  Hill, the subject o f this 

Quarterly, like restoration  o f residential and com m ercial historic d istric ts , cel­

ebrates ou r heritage and  conserves ou r resources. M oreover, it’s now  well u n d e r­

stood  by m ost cities and  counties tha t preservation serves as a catalyst for econom ic 

grow th. C om m unities tha t safeguard the ir historic assets experience im provem ent 

in  m any areas o f com m unity  life.

Since H istoric H untsville Foundation  was form ed, an array  o f laws and  p reser­

vation program s have been established tha t provide better d irection  and su p ­

p o rt for local program s such as ours. In June 2005, Gale N orton, the Secretary 

o f the Interior, designated tw enty-four new places in  A m erica for inclusion in 

the “Preserve A m erica” program . Supported by the cu rren t adm in is tra tion , this 

p rogram  was designed to foster local involvem ent in the preservation o f A m erica’s 

“cu ltu ra l, n a tu ra l and heritage” resources. These visual legacies o f ou r past provide 

a clearer understand ing  for citizens and  visitors o f the individuals, influences, and 

forces th a t shape the present and  influence the future.



From the Executive Director | 5

M any resources help the Foundation  respond to and  w ork w ith  its m em bership  

and  partners. P rogram s available to  aid in p reservation  include the N ational 

Register o f  H istoric Places, w hich designates properties deem ed w orthy of national 

significance; The H istoric A rtis ts’ H om es and  Studios p rogram , designed to help 

A m erican h istoric sites tha t have connections to art; C en tu ry  Farm s, w hich desig­

nates farm s in A labam a th a t have been cultivated  by th e  sam e fam ily for 100 years 

o r m ore; and  The A labam a C em etery  A lliance, w hich provides education for the 

preservation  o f A labam a’s cem eteries.

H istoric preservation  is always changing and  never finished. G roups such as the 

H istoric H untsville Foundation , and  indiv iduals such as Cecil A rm strong , C o tton  

H ill’s ow ner, and  W ayne K uykendall, its restorer, are key to saving the past for the 

fu ture.
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