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22 I Go Slow, Do It Right

Go Slow, Do It Right: 
Restoration Progress at Cotton Hill

Pa t r i c i a  H. R y a n

D uring  o u r June visit to  C o tton  H ill, W ayne K uykendall noted  som e o f the resto ra­

tion  steps the team  has taken  to  re tu rn  the house to  its form er Federal elegance. 

D espite a recent addition  con tain ing  a k itchen /fam ily  room  and  bedroom s, Cecil 

A rm strong , the owner, and  W ayne K uykendall, a p reservationist and  builder, are 

com m itted  to  preserving the house’s arch itectu ral in tegrity  in m eticulous detail. 

W ork has progressed over about a year and  a half, w ith  hopes for project com ple­

tion  in  several years. W ayne, w ho has a “real job,” can only work on C o tton  H ill in 

his spare tim e.

The restoration  o f the in terio r is con tinu ing  in  various stages. W indow s, m illw ork, 

and  hardw are w ill be replicated to m atch the orig inal w here needed. The w iring  

w ill be ru n  beh ind  the baseboards to  be inconspicuous. H eart p ine floors, tr im , and  

doors w ill be stripped. Split-system heating and  cooling un its  w ill be installed. In 

the d in ing  room , the w oodw ork will be pain ted  its orig inal dark  green color. O ne 

fascinating  detail po in ted  ou t by W ayne was the brick-sized w ood blocks th a t had 

been installed  as p a rt o f the o rig inal brickw ork to  provide places w here m illw ork, 

such as m antels and  baseboards, could be attached w ithout dam aging the bricks.

U pstairs, a tten tion  to  detail is exhibited m ost clearly in  a bedroom , the only room  

to be com pleted and occupied. The floor had been pain ted  and  the jo in ts caulked by 

a previous owner. To avoid sanding and  rem oving the patina  and  raised grain, the 

w ood was stripped  and  cleaned about four tim es w ith  tools ak in  to  brass to o th ­

brushes. It was then  buffed w ithout sta in  and  waxed.

The next m ajor project is the replacem ent o f the tw o-story  portico . By the tim e 

HABS docum ented  the stru c tu re  w ith  photographs in 1935, the po rtico  had been 

rem oved. A rch itectural evidence reveals th a t such a portico  existed, and  the ow ner 

w ould like to  duplicate it as closely as possible. If anyone reading th is know s of 

the existence o f  a photograph  o f the orig inal portico , please notify  the H istoric
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Cecil Arm strong (right), owner o f Cotton Hill, and  
W ayne Kuykendall, restoration contractor. Photograph 
by Ralph Allen

H untsv ille  Foundation , 124 South 

Side Square, H untsville , A labam a 

35801.

If a photograph  o f the po rtico  is no t 

found, the replacem ent w ill be based 

on research and  physical exam ination  

done by the late p reservation  architect 

H arvie Jones and  R obert Gamble, 

senior arch itec tu ra l h is to rian  w ith 

the A labam a H istorical C om m ission. 

It w ill be sim ilar to  th a t o f Belle M ont 

near T uscum bia in  C olbert C oun ty  

and  o ther ex tan t period  houses. Cecil 

and  W ayne envision ro u n d  colum ns 

connected  by a th in  balustrade on 

the upper and  lower levels. The

orig inal doo r to  the upstairs po rtico  w ill be replicated for use at the lower level. 

O nce com pleted, C o tton  H ill, w ith  its elegant facade and  delicate in terio r detailing , 

w ill p roudly  reflect Cecil and  W ayne’s com m itm en t to a sensitive resto ration  for a 

m odern  lifestyle.



Luke M atthew s (1796-1875), original owner o f  Cotton Hill. 
Courtesy Johnny Crutcher and Dr. John Ennis.
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